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Despite various differences in attitudes, 


there is a heaithy, stable network of 
relations between Switzerland and 
Israel, writes Ya’‘acov Shimoni. 


THERE IS a special closeness, an 

me Sa between Israelis 
wiss. Both are small nati imi 

tone phallie Sel παρα μὲ also limited by the reluctance of 

both are known for their stub- 


bornness and obstinacy. 


Neither has an abundance of raw 
materials and therefore has to base 
their economic existence on human 
skills and technological know-how. 
Both muintain democratic regimes 
and base their defence — perceived 
us vital and central in the lives of 
their citizens — on speedily 
mobilized reserve forces, citizens’ 


armies. 


Bul one cannot overlook the dif- 
ferences that also exist between 
Israel und Switzerland. The latter 
has become — over the decudes — 
immensely rich. [ts industry has 
reached a degree of productivity, 


clean ρα workmanship that 
many Israeli busines: 
Hoe Bet 5 people only 


Swiss democratic attitudes and 


habits of public order are deeply in- 


grained, while Israel, with no long 


tradition of government and ad- 


ministration, is still struggling to 


transfate abstract principles of 
democracy into weil-ordered prac- 
tices of public life. Civic involve- 
ment of individuals — a basis for 
reat democracy — reaches an 


amazingly high level in Switzerland, 
sodeanias ta and countryside 
can boast of a degree of cleanli 
unheard of in israel. ere 
Despite the differences, however, 


there is a healthy, stable network of 


relations belween the two countries: 
economic, political, diplomatic. 
cultural. Trade with Israel is quan- 
titatively for Switzerland of small 
importance though it includes 
purchases of Israeli military 
hardware and know-how which is 
important to Switzerland's defence. 


Trade, and particularly Swiss in- 


vestment in Israel's industry, are 


Switzerland's major enterprises to 
get involved with our country for 
fear of harming their very con- 
siderable interests in Arab 
countries. 

Cultural relations (mostly non- 
governmental) Ore aclive and mul- 
lifarious — artists und scientists 
coming and going, performing und 
exhibiting, creating bonds of 
friendship. There is a very lively 
naverient of tourists — again, with 
ἃ preponderance of Israelis visiting 
Switzerland, a preferred point of 
entry to Europe and abroad. 

Genuine friendship between the 
peoples of Switzerland and Israel 
are limited by several factors. First- 
ly, the Swiss people are reserved, 
down-lo-earth, and not given to os- 
tentatiousness or sentimentality. Of 
course, individuals are more open 
than public officials and often ex- 
press their views — friendly or 
critical — quite freely, 

Secondly, Switzerland, as part of 
Europe, is strongly influenced by 
European attitudes and ways of 
thinking. IF Europe's ties with Israel 
are restrained and its Middle 
Eastern policies dictated by Arab 
interests — in receiving oil, par- 
Ucipating in the oil countries’ huge 
development Projects, and in 
ae trade and investment 

with them — the s 
Switzerland. seal 

If European opinion by and 
large opposes Israel's policy in the 
West Bank towards the Palestinian 
Arabs, or favours a solution based 
on a future Palestinian-Arab state 
so will most Swiss opinion. ᾿ 
The high regard for Israel as a 
Pioneering, progressive, hard- 
working country which turned the 


A friendly neutrality 


Despite great internal support for 


Israel, Switzerland outwardly maintains 
a strictly neutral stance, 


says Dr. Yoel Cohen, in this analysis 
of relations between the two countries. 


ONE SENSES a sort of “diplomatic 
paradox” hearing an tsraeli official 
call Swiss-Israel relations “excel- 
lent," while remembering -that 
Switzerland has traditionally 
adhered to strict neutrality in its 
forcign pulicy. 
Indeed, Switzerland's 
neutrality" appears more friendly 
than relations of other countries in 
the internutivnal community with 
Israel. 

Parliamentary Opinion in 
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Switzerland, which Israeli offici 
Tecognize as being more oleh 
than in other West European 
countries, reflects public opinion 
There is a basic admiration in 
Switzerland for Israel and her sclen- 
tific achievements. The Swiss iden- 
lify with Israel because of its small 
ee = many have a strong 
ae  fecling for the Land of the 
Three of the four mai i 
Political parties are plicit 


humanitarian = organizati 
centred in Switzerland. toe pay 
tributed to a heightened sensitivity 
for protecting human rights, ΠΝ 
mititary policies on the West Bank 
and in Gaza have raised criticism 
and to some degree chilled popular 
support for Israel in Switzerland 
particularly in liberal circles, Swiss 
involvement with humanitarian 
problems sometimes adds a certain 
irritant to relations with Israel, An 
example of this was the gentle but 
«iad Ὁ τὶ ᾿ unrelenting Pressure applied by the 
| one ᾿ Swiss press and clergy, its 
humanitarians and even the govern- 
ment, for the pardoning and release 
of Swiss terrorist Bruno Breguet, 
ie was pa in Israc} with ex- 

losives, and tried a: 
orally ind sentenced to 

Swiss policies during World W; 
Two — and particularly its attitudes 
fo refugees from Nazi-dominated 
Europe seeking asylum — have 
recently come up for agonizing 
review. The Swiss, by and large 
seem to have a bad conscience over 
their war-time refusal to accept 
refugees and their delivery of them 
into the hands of Nazi soldiers. 

In several public debates ar- 
ranged by Swiss radio and television 
following the “Holocaust” series, 
analyses and explanations of Swiss 
war-time policies were proffered — 
but not a single participant justified 
those policies; all of them regretted 
and were ashamed of them (but 
then, of course, the panelists were 
persons sensitive to the problem). 
This reappraisal of Swiss policies 


lao 
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Earliest links — a Basle cigarette packet, showing Herzl and Nordau. 


desert into a flourishing garden has 
declined considerably in 
Switzerland as in Europe. This 
process appears to have begun after 
ΠΕ = Day War witen Israel proved 
e strong and 
aa of τ τα ἀπο ρονὴν 
is image was not as endeari 
as that of Israel as the eae 
battling Goliath. Over the last five 
yeara, sympathy for Israel has con- 
tinued to decline. Its government is 
perceived as nationalistic, inflexi- 
ble, and given to bombastic 
rhetoric. 

There are, of course, individuals 
and groups in Switzerland and 
Europe in general that still firmly 
Support Israel, such as certain fun- 
damentalist Christians, mostly 
Protestant or sectarian, who see the 
rebirth of biblical Israel as the 
necessary prelude to the conversion 
and salvation of all mankind. But, 
outright hostility toward Israel has 
become more noticeable — par- 


Israeli. As in other Western - 
pean socialist parties, power. ine 
Social Democrats are divided 
between an older generation which 
supports the Israelis and younger 
elements who support the Palesti- 
nians. Though this presents no 
problem now as far as Israel is con- 
cerned, it may do so in the future, if 
and when the younger members 
achieve key leadership roles. 


YET DESPITE the internal support 
that exists for Israel, Switzerland 
outwardly maintains a neutral 
stance. The Swiss tradition of 
neutrality, which has lasted almost 
200 years, stems from the desire to 
stay out of all wars. This policy has 
allowed Switzerland to foster the 
unique image of impartial witness, 
while it contributes to the world 
community through its work in 
organizations such as the Inter- 
national Red Cross. Yet Switzerland 
does not deny its sympathy for. West 
European nations and the United 
States, and it tacitly relies on the 
NATO nuclear umbrella as its 
ultimate defender. 


ticularly on the extreme right and 
left and, in recent years, also among 
liberals and the moderate left 
traditional friends of Israel. 
The Swiss Jewish leadership, 
usually the first line of defence 
against hostile trends is, in 
Switzerland, active and loyal but 
not so influential in public life, oc- 
cupying fewer “‘high" positions than 
in most other countries in the West. 
_A third clement pertaining to at- 
titudes to Israel is Switzerland's 
traditional political neutrality. The 
implementation of that principle in 
actual day-to-day policies varies 
and is open to debate, It certainly 
does not mean passivity or indif- 
ference in international affairs. Yet, 
Swiss neutrality imposes additional 
restraints on foreign policy, and 
particularly on displays of 
friendship, solidarity or identifica- 
tion with other nations. 
This neutrality, and the fact 
that the Red Cross and several 


Switzerland is not a member 
of the UN General Assembly, It has 
observer status at a number of UN 
and other international organiza- 
tions since, it is argued, they have 
functional economic and social 
aims, 

Plea hie politicization of 
ese agencies, includin 
the World Health Organization ‘ne 
the International Labour Organiza- 
tion, has the concern of the Swiss 
government. In 1974, the Swiss 
een — 138 to 51 to 
‘educe the Swiss contribution the 
UNESCO after it decided to with- 
hold ald to Ssrael. Nor does 
Swizerland Participate in any of the 
pag pren peace-keeping forces 
—_ aside from a grou ἡ 
police in the Vatican. Se 

This neutral tradition underlies 
Switzerland’s attitudes regarding 
the Middle East conflict; it has 
meticulously avoided coming out on 
either the Israeli or the Arab side. 

Being outside the European 
Economic Community, the Swiss 
have not been associated with the 
Venice Declaration which dealt 
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towards war-time refugees has 
generated new interest in, and sym- 
pathy for, Jews and Jewish 
problems. Yet it is an unanswered 
question if this sympathy will be 
translated into friendship for Israel. 
The assumption that the fate of the 
Jewish nation in the Holocaust 
creates an eternal, moral comnil- 
ment to Jewish independence and 
statehood no longer seems to apply 
to a younger generation in 
Switzerland that does not remember 
the Holocaust. 

Despite this, the foundation of 
Swiss-Israel relations is generally 
safe and sound. Certain policies or 
politicians may be objectionable to 
the Swiss, but their basic respect for 
the people and land of Israel, its 
values and historic mission, will, it is 
hoped, continue to remain firm and 
strong. 


(The writer is a former Israel ambas- 
sador to Switzerland.) 


with the PLO's role in a. fulure 
Arab-Israeli peace. 

During the one and only visit to 
Israel (in 1973) by a Swiss foreign 
minister, Pierre Graber said that 
Switzerland would be glad to play 
whatever role it could in making ἃ 
Middle East peace possible, but 
nothing came of it. Speculation rose 
because five months before that 
visi, Graber visited Egypt, and 


chaired 4 conference of Swiss am- 


bassadors in the-Middle East. | 
Coming to Israel and Egypt in 


itself -was an innovation in Swiss 
diplomatic tradition because the 
government has generally confined 
visits by the foreign minister to such 
“neutral” capitals as Stockholm and 
Vienna. 


Switzerland has not recognized 


the PLO nor, like other West Euro- 
pean countries, is it anywhere near 
doing so. The Swiss public oppose 
recognition. In 1978, 
Minister Pierre Aubert told a Swiss 
Jewish newspaper that, “on fo ac 
count would his government allot 
the PLO to open an office” in 
. Berne. - ᾿ 
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Brain power 


Lacking in natural resources, both 

Israel and Switzerland, have to rely on 
their principle asset—the human brain, 
Dr. Reuben Hecht tells Ya’acov Friedler. } 


“ISRAEL'S economic problems are 


- gimilar to those of Switzerland and 


we would do well to solve them ona 
similar pattern-adapted to our par- 
ticular needs.” 

This opinion is not to be taken 
lightly when voiced by one of our 
country’s most successful busines- © 
amen, the former Swiss Dr. Reuben 
Hecht, chairman of the board of the 
Dagon silo compuny and personal 
adviser to the premier. 

Hecht elaborates. “We both have 
no natural resources and depend on 
our principle potential asset, the 
human brain. The Swiss have 
developed this into high-quality 
products, of which they export only 
‘the best, coupled with reliably 
prompt delivery dates. We must do 
(he same.” 

The Swiss have done particularly 
well in the development of precision 
instruments, machinery and 
engineering products, and 
chemicals and pharmaceuticals that 
are used world-wide. Israel too is 
now manufacturing high- 
technology, high-quality products 
that can be successful on the 
market. 

Hecht believes that our high- 
quality products earned their spurs 
when the Swiss government recent- 
ly decided Lo buy Israeli armaments. 

“They didn't buy them under the 
table, but openly and officially after 
a thorough debate in their parlia- 
ment because our product was of 
"high quality, relatively cheap and 
we guaranteed prompt delivery. If 

the Swiss say we're prompt that's 
the most prestigious stamp of ap- 
proval one can hope for.” 

He is convinced that this deal 
proves “that if we wanl to we can, 
and it is now up to us to do the sume 

in other industries and in larger 
quantities. To accomplish this we 
must have higher work morale 
which will come if we make it worth 
while to work hurd, 
nt that's quite a dificult 
Pour wage system offers 
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san important ΩΝ 
ταν ὼς a ται οη τὸ the 
puch ἢ ἃ amerted 
cnee ind the 


Europe. But neutrality hes even L 


He recalls the greal assistance he 
received from the then Swiss consul 
in Tel Aviv-Juffa, the late Charles 
Lutz, who later personally saved 
thousands of Jews from the Nazis in 
Budapest, and after whom a street is 
named in Haifa. 

But the World War I] years were 
“not the most brilliant chapter in 
"the history of Switzerland,” he says 
i regretfully. One Dr. Rothmund, 
3 head of the Political Police, con- 
ceived the idea of stamping the pas- 
sports of German Jews with an o5- 
tentaliously large “J" — an idea 
eagerly adopted by the Nazis, so 
that it would be ensier for the Swiss 
border guards not to let German 
Jews pass, while welcoming the 
Aryans who would return to Ger- 
many. 

Is there anything the Swiss can 
learn from us? 

Snys Hecht, ‘Yes, to give 
meaningful content to life over and 
above one’s professional and finan- 
cial pursuits. They can learn from us 
to Isugh and especially to laugh at 
oneself. They had that talent in the 

past, precisely when {during the Se- 
cond World Wir) things were nol as 
good as they are for them today." 


little if any incentive for good, hard 
work, It doesn’t really pay.” 

As a topical example he cites El 
Al Airlines which, unlike Swissair, is 
deep in the red. 

“They pay the workers 420 per 
cent extra for work on the Sabbath, 
so obviously they prefer Sabbath 
work to harder or better work 
on weekdays,” 


HECHT, a sprightly 72, was trained 
in the family business, the Neptun 
Transport and Shipping company of 
Basle, which was founded by his 
late father and his brother at the 
turn of the century. The business 
covered the length of the Rhine, in- 
cluding Germany, Belgium, Hol- 
land, the Alsace region of France 
and Switzerland, and engaged in 
shipping, storage. silos and 
manufacturing. 

When he founded the Dagon port 
silo company in Israel in the early 
days of the state, it was therefore 
natural for him to base it on Swiss 
knowhow. The first switchboards 


ON THE OTHER hand, he strongly 
urges Isruel to take the Swiss exam- 
ple uf the Swiss Quality Stamp that 
is embossed only an products that 
34] pass u stringent quality test, and is 
] respected worldwide; it is even 
withdrawn if any product violutes 

the high standard required. 


Swiss foreign minister Pierre Graber at Yad Vashem in 1973. t : ; 
feasts As to Swiss:Israeli relations in 
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and control panels for the Haifa silo 
were purchased from the Ocrlikon 
company, and the first grain 
elevator and the internal silo 
machinery from Buehler — both of 
them well-known Swiss firms, 

“We make all the machinery we 
need in Israel (today) and our third 
elevator, designed by our engineers 
according to ἃ completely new con- 
cept, is not only doing exceptionally 
well in our silo but the rights have 
been sold abroad by us to Norway 
and South Korea for instance. and 
we collect royalties on them." 

Furthermore, Hecht takes par- 
ticular pride in the excellent labour 
relations at the silo, which in 27 
years has never had a strike und has 
never closed down, ; 

“Without wanting to boust in any 
way, {think Dugon and the Military 
Industries ure an example οἱ what 
Israe! can do if we really uy." he 
says. Dagon is lyoked up τὸ ὦ one 
of Ue post consistently suscescful 


which established 
stylings with 


SUCRE ὸ 
it, refused τὸ spn 3 
pensions agreement which was Uren 
abeut lo be concluded between the 


tse countrics. ᾿ 

This was despite the fucl that the 
signing wus 10 have | been is ihe 
weaern part of the city. The Swiss 


government suggested Hternutive 
iv oF Berne. 


laces such 13 Tel Av: 
The agreement has yet to be signed. 


isracl orgues 1] 
which dpe with -the Jerusalem 


western 580 


bassadors. a 
- Bilateral relations 
two nations have bee: 


presenting credentials of new am- . 


Israeli enterprises, enjoying 8 
world-wide reputation among groin 
handlers. 


WHAT CAN Israel sell to 
Switzerland? 

“Our winter fruits for a stort, 
strawberries, avocadocs and 
flowers. Then there is high- 
technology instrumentation, like 
the products of the Elscint and Elbit 
companies, which we can probably 
nuke cheaper, and fit into the 
niches in the market not covered by 
Switzerland's own precision 
products.” 

He also feels that we should get 
many more Swiss tourists lo come 
to Israel, if only to reciprocate for 
the thousands of Israelis who go to 
Switzerland, and there may be room 

for some industrial co-operation, 
tov, pooling whut each country can 
do betler for mutual benefit. 

Hecht stresses that [στα οὶ has 8 lot 
to thaak Switzerland for, noung that 


by uitinber of defence agreements. 
oo suitverland purchased 
nalliun et ΠΆΡΘΟΙ anti-tank plit- 
Nes τῷ τρία the country’s 
Seat oof ChSaaide Pragon ms: 

a, These ed “array pro- 
from artillery 
τὰς that they 
can pierced ΛΘΠΘΗΣ αἱ Singlic ene ey 
alone, (ast meth. Israel an- 
quuncsd thal Swiverland has 
“Um. centract 


guns -ἰ 


aun ἐν 


recently sigued δὴ 
for isrcell aims including @ tank 
refurbishing progeamne. In 191), 
Jecae) provided training for Swiss ait 
fore pulols to ΠΥ Mirage and Tiger 
combat phanes. 


ARAB governments havé protested 
le Switzerland wbout these deals. 
Indeed, last month's Israeli an- 
* pouncement produced a statement 
from the Swiss Defence Ministry 
that it wus “false and totally un- 
founded.” Swiss policy is to buy 
arms from wherever the country 
can get the best value. When Isracli 
iIots were training Swiss pilots, the 
wiss government responded to 
Arab protests by saying that they 


modern political Zionism got its 
start. in Switzerland where Dr. 
Theodor Herzl chuse Busle us the 
site for the First Zionist Congress in 
1897. Forever, Herzl's diary entry 
“in Basle | founded the Jewish 
Stute. In $0 years all will know it” 
will remain enseribed in our history. 

Flenri Dunant, a Swiss and 
founder uf the International Red 
Cross, supported Herzl and 
welcomed his Zionism as “an iden 
that will benefit humanity like the 
Red Cross.’ Herel chose 
Switzerland becouse he found the 
greatest understanding and 
friendship for his ideas there. There 
is a Theodor Herzl street in Busle to 
this day. 

Hecht himself immigrated to this 
country in 1936, and three years 
later was sent by Lhe Irgun, (which 
later developed into the Herut party 
of Premier Menachem Begin). lo 
Zurich to try and save Jews from the 
Nazi menace. 


would use Asub pilots τὰ tat ue 


aise αὶ the former were goad. and 
that thes would bay Arab arin 


inents Wo they were good. 


Whether the Swiss pulicy of foe 
jawing J neulealist tine in Forerygn are 
(airs will continue is utelear. in 
March. the Swiss Federal Govern 


iment recommended that the 5 
government apply te the United > 


tans 1 becenie a member. tnter- 


national politics have become cu 


es, making it difficult ta follaw a 
neutral stamd on ἀη10τὸ 


totally on 
national issues. 


Ἂς Minister Aubert said: “In a 
world charactetized by increasing 
interdependence among, states and 
peaples, Switzerland no longer his 
valid reasons to he the enly country 
to voluntarily remain outside the 
UN. {tis within the UN that all the 
problems ‘gonfronting 


great 
humanity will be treated.” 


When the United Nations was 
crouted, the Swiss saw it mainly us a 
club of World War Two victors 
replucing the pre-war League of Na- 

. tions. But thal view beecame ab- 
solete with the entry of developing, 


general, Hecht regrets that Swiss 
Foreign Minister Pierre Aubert 
refuses to have the recently 
negotiated social affairs agreement 
signed in Israel's capital. 

“Ail our mutual agreements used 
τὸ be signed in Jerusalem and other 
countries have continued to do so 
since the Jerusalem Law was pas- 
sed, The refusal isa position thit we 
cannot understand, and negates the 
famous Swiss ‘neutrality, Hecht 
says. 

“As the Swiss decide which city is 
their capital, so do we and | see this 
act as an unfriendly one and can 
only hope that the signing will soon 
tuke place in our capital." 

In order to “renew the guad rela- 
lions we enjoyed belure,” he 
propases exchanges of politicians 
and academics, art exhibitions and 
other cultural events, and praises 

Ambassador Ernest Bavermenster, 
for doing “exemplary work” in this 
held. 


countries and China, Any ἀρῆς 
non tor mewhership sould first re- 
quire tional referendum. | is by 
wy Me 
Lian HS 


1 whele will 


trade with 
to apply sanctions. 


-- perhaps 
observer slats --- 


tradition of neutrality. 


relations at Βανε αι University. 


ς certain Lhat the Swiss πᾶ- 
approve. 
γενῶν τῆς opponents are ww guing 
that membership will endanger the 
Swisé Iradition of neutrality and ex: 
pese the country te evternial attack. 
The effects on tsraeh ol a Swiss 
membership μὲ the UN are difficult 
tn foresee. On the ane hand, the 
Swiss public ure pro-Israeli. On the 
other, Switzerland already abides by 
many UN decisions. [τ cut hock 
Rhodesia (helore it - 
became Zimbabwe) in accordance 
with a Security Council resalution 


It is quite probable that the Swiss 
will qualify their UN membership 
by requesting only 
and thereby 
make it clear that Switzertand will 
not compromise ils long-standing: 


The writer lectures in imernational 
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SWISS economic and trade rela- 
tions with Isracl go back even 
before the estublishment of the State 
of israel. Already in 1932 and 1934, 
Switzerland waos‘represented at in- 
ternational trade fuirs in Tel Aviv, 
and the Swiss Office for the 
Development of Trade (OSEC) 
maintained even in those days ac- 
live contacts with the Jewish 
Agency, the official representative 
of the Jewish population in 
Palestine. 

The early Swiss settlers in the 
country were composed, among 
others, of importers of machinery 
and they, together with important 
Swiss investors of capital and know- 
how —- such as Reuben Hecht of 
Basle with his Dugon Silo — laid the 
foundations for Swiss export trade 
to Israel, Later the Association of 
Swiss supporters of trade with Israel 
(SIGHI) was founded under the 
auspices of the OSEC. 

In the difficult economic times 
following the War of Independence, 
Switzerland contributed materially 
fo the development of the young 
Stale. Swiss cquipment was used in 
irrigation works and other vitul in- 
frastructucal goods used during the 
building-up of the country, such as 
instruments fur the production of 
ordnance-survey maps and other 
commodities. 

The great progress in the 
development of trade relations 


- between the two countries began in 


the 19608. Swiss exports to Israel in 
1961 had only amounted to 
SFR.49.1m. and in 1969, they 
reached SFR.154.8m. Israeli ex- 
ports to Switzerland showed a 
similar increase in the course of 
those ycars. 1961 they amounted to 
SFR.31.2m. and 1969 they had 
grown to SFR.74.4m, 


Swiss Exgort Swiss Import 
tolsrael «(In SFR. aalillon) from Israel 
1970 156.1 BOS 
1911 172.8 85.4 
121) 208.0 99.5 
191 240.4 22. 
1974 [91,3 132.2 
1978 338.8 120.7 


1911 899.6 (raw diamonds 719.7) 160.7 
1918 963.4 (raw diamonds 789.4) 175.2 
1979 973.0 (raw diamonds 778.2) 196.7 
1980 871.7 (raw diamonds 712.0) 209.5 
1381 452.3 (raw diamonds 252.8) 205.4 
(Source: The Swiss Federal 
Customs Authority) 

(Since 1975-76, there has been a 
considerable increase in Swiss ex- 
Ports to Israel. The reason is that 


ISRAEL sells many prodacts to 
Switzerland — more goods per 
“capita than to Germany or the U.S. 
— but Swiss consumers don't know 
it. ν 

“They prefer not to flaunt that 
things come from Israel," Dr. 
Abraham Neaman, President of the 

isracl-Switerland Chamber of Com- 
Merce, explains. “You can bu 

Israeli razor blades in Switzerland, 
but the packaging will be different 
than here, and if you buy Israeli- 
made socks, sweaters, or raincoats, 
there they won't have ‘Made in 
Israel’ labels on them," (There's no 
law in Switzerland requiring that the 
origin of merchandise be disclosed.) 

Neaman says that the reluctance 
to fibe! goods from Isrue! has to do 
with sellers’ fear of the Arab 
boycott. He adds, however, that 
another reason may be that depart- 
ment stores in Switzerland — as 
elsewhere in the world, even here — 
tend more and more to use their 
own labels on the merchandise they 
sell, 

“don't think it’s a mater of anti- 
Semitism. There is anti-Semitism in 
Switzerland, but aot in commerce,” 
says Neaman. 

According to statistics releused 
by the sister chamber of commerce 


Machinations 


Export figures for Swiss goods to Israel are 
showing a slight increase, writes Philip L.Cohn. 


beginning then, lorge quantities of 
taw diamonds were imported into 
Switzerland by a central agency and 
then re-exported to Israel. Obvious- 
ly such goods cannot be considered 
Swiss industrial products and must 
be deducted from the total of ex- 
ports.) 

The balance of trade was, in re- 
“cent years, no longer positive in 
favour of Switzerland as hdd been 


By E.N. FLUG 

ISRAEL. exports to Switzerland 
have scen an unprecedented 
growth over the pust 30 years. 
From $1.1m. in 1950, Israel ex- 
ports went up to $305.5m. in 
1980. There was a setback last 
year, down to §235m. caused by 
the drop in diamond exports 
from Israel which is a major 
component of the trade between 
both countries. In 1980 alone, 
Israel sold a total of $232.7m. 
worth of diamonds and gold 
jewelry, most of which are be- 
ing re-exported by Switzerland. 
Meanwhile exports of other 
goods have gone up as well and 
in 1981 Israel sold over $100m. 
worth of various industrial and 
agricultural products, 

Eighty per cent of grapefruits 
which the Swiss consume come 
from [srael as well as 45 per cent 
of their orange consumption. 
Recently Israel avocados, 
melons, dates, flowers, nuts and 
poultry have also joined the 
Swiss food baskel. There are 
also important developments in 
the sale of sophisticated 
electronic equipment such as 
laser brain scanners. The 
cooperation beiweon the Swiss 
and Israel electronic industry 
goes back many years, 

Last year saw another signifl- 
cant development in Israel-Swiss 
trade when the Swiss authorltles 


On the up and up 


the case in the years before and 
after the establishment of the State. 

This was caused by the fact that 
investments ih Israel declined in 
those years and Switzerland, which 
mainly exports capital goods, was in 
consequence considerably affected. 
The stagnation in Israel's economy 
had its influence on orders for the 
kinds of machines and products for 
which Switzerland excels. In addi- 


signed a contract with Israel's - 
military industry for the supply of 
SF76m. (37m.) worth of 
sophisticated tank ammunition for 
the Swiss army. 

In recent years an in- 
creasing number of Swiss 
enterprises in Israel's metal, 
chemical and pharmaceutical in- 
dustries were confirmed as “ap- 
proved investments," with all 
the benefits which this entails. 
Good business ties between 
Israel and Swiss banks and in- 
surance companies are well 
known, Israel's Bank Leumi, 
Bank Hapoalim, Discount Bank 
and United Mizrahi Bank have 
Swiss branches and affiliates and 
there are excellent contacts 
belween the Swiss National 
Bank and the Bank of Israel. 

Qutside Europe, Israel is the 
Swiss’ third favourite tourism 
country, topped only by the U.S. 
and Tunisia. Scores of young 
people from Switzerland come 
each year as volunteers to kib- 
butzim. 

In order lo increase trade with 
Switzerland, Israel must 
recognize the Swiss rules of the 
game: good quality, prompt 
delivery, variety of choice, good 
finishing of the products and at- 
tractive packaging, and above 
all, fairness in business. 

{The weiter ts Israel's commerctal 
attache in Zurich.) 


A well-kept secret 


lsrael-made goods are selling well in 
Switzerland—but their country of origin is 
not advertised, Lea Levavi is told. 


in Zurich {our own statistics have 
been delayed because of a recent 
strike of computer operators), 
Israel's import-export balance with 
Switzerland in 1981 was 200 million 
Swiss francs in each direction, not 
including another SFR200m. in un- 
cut diamonds which were imported 
from Israel and exported by 
Switzerland to other countries. 
Israel exports agricultural products 
and processed food to Switzerland. 
In 1980-81, for example, Israeli 
oranges cornered 46 per cent of the 
Swiss market; only Italy, with 47 per 
cent, got a larger share, 

In addition to imports like 
chocolates, and consumer items, 
Israel imports a large quantity of 
machinery from Switzerland. The 
precision which has made Swiss 
watches famous has made 
Switzerland a sought-afler manufac- 
turer of industrial cquipment. The 


depend on Swiss-made mechanisms, 
and Swiss machines are used in 
generating electricity, in the textile 
industry, and elsewhere. 

“Since Switzerland doesn't have a 
port and some of this equipment is 
very heavy, they often sell their 
knowledge in the form of licenses in- 
stead of actually shipping machines 
that weigh a ton," Neaman says. 

In his opinion, Swiss productivity 
is al least partly due to the country's 
geopolitical situation, 

“Look at the laziness of the peo- 
ple who live along the Mcditerra- 
nean. I’m not saying Switzerland ia 
ag ideal as it looks, the various 
cantons ore always fighting with 
each other, but we could learn a lot 
from the Swiss. Their work habits, 
for instance, and their patriotism. 
They have national goals, and work 
is one of them,” 

He says there are many Swiss- 


lion, Swiss export goods became 
less competitive compared to those 
from Common Market countries 
with which preference agreements 
had been concluded by the Israeli 
authorities, Finally, more and more 
goods formerly imported from 
Switzerland and elsewhere are now 
being produced in Israel. 

An improvement in the climate 
for investments in Israel will no 
doubt also have its effect on the 
growth of exports from Switzerland, 
it is gratifying to note that export 
figures of the past few years already 
show this tendency. A considerable 
demand for replacements and 
modernization of machinery in in- 
dustry exists in Israel's industry und 
for this, imports from Switzerland 
are attractive, 


SUCH A favourable development 
depends, however, on determined 
efforts by Swiss exporters to 
penetrate the [sraeli market. To this 
end, Swiss manufacturers can use 
the services offered to them by the 
OSEC and the Swiss-lIsrael 
Chamber of Commerce, and they 
can make an effort to participate in 
international fairs held in Israel. 

The products exported from 
Switzerland to Israel in recent years 
include: electrical and mechanical 
machines and appliances, semi- 
finished metal products, telecom- 
munications equipment, optical and 
precision instruments, chemical and 
pharmaceutical products and — last 
but not least — watches and clocks. 
In the future,-too, Switzerland will 
likely remain an important supplier 
of such goods for after decades of 
.co-operation, a healthy climate of 
mutual confidence has developed 
between Swiss exporters and their 
clients in Israel. 

In this connexion it is relevant to 
mention the activities of the Swiss- 
Israel Chamber of Commerce 
which was founded in 1969 with the 
aim of promoting trade relations 
between the two countries. As a 
bilateral chamber, it concerns itself 
with promoting Swiss exports to 
Israel and local imports to 
Switzerland. The Chamber co- 


. Operates closely with other official 


and semi-official bodies in 
Switzerland and Israel which are 
pursuing the same aim of intensily- 
ing economic relations. 

A survey of Swiss exports to 
Israel cannot be concluded without 


_ Switzerland and that the population 
is generally friendly towards Israel. 
The government, he said, is a dif- 
ferent matter. 


THEY CAN'T help it, Their foreign 
minister, Pierre Aubert, used to be 
president of all the friendship 
societies; now he has to receive 
delegations from the PLO. He has 
no choice and letters of protest 
from Swiss citizens or from here 
won't change it. 

Neaman was born in Hungary but 
became involved with Switzerland 
because he speaks fluent German, 
having been educated in Vienna. In 
the 1960s, he was asked to establish 
an Israel-Switzerland Friendship 
Society. Ἔ 

“I told them 1 didn’t understand 
much about ‘friendship,” but that if 
the government was interested in a 
bi-national chamber of commerce, 
Pd try to establish one.” 

He had already succeeded in set- 
ting up a bi-national chamber of 
commerce with Canada and in the 
early "703, took’on-the new chal- 
lenge of Swigs-Israeli commercial 
relations, 

Chambers of commerce are a bit 
anachronistic today, according to. 


mukitig reference to the “invisible 
export” of Swiss tourist services to 
Israeli visitors. Year-by-year, the 
number of Israeli visitors to 
Switzerland has grown and added 
considerably to Switzerland's 
foreign exchange income. Ac. 
cording to the figures just published 
by the Swiss National Tourist Of. 
fice, 391,500 tourist nights by 
Israeli visitors were counted in 
Switzerland in 1981 -~ an increase 
of 24 per cent over the Preceding 
yeur's total, 

Conversely, the stream of Swiss 
visitors to Israel shows n growing in- 
terest in Israel's tourist attractions 
too. Last year 31,500 Swiss tourists 
visited Israel and according to the 


Basle plant for herbicides. 


figures uvailable, there will be an in- 
crease in their number this year. 
Mr, Cohn ts general secretary of the 
Swiss-fsrael Chamber of Commerce 
in Zurich, 


telephone communications virtually 
eliminate the need for a go-between 
lo match up buyer and seller. 
Nevertheless, the chamber of com- 
merce of which he works serves 488 
convenient place for people to get 
information about Swiss laws, 
customs duties and other pat- 
ticulars, The chamber also sponsors 
receptions for visiting Swiss 
dignitaries and businessmen, lec- 
lures on Switzerland and other 
functions. 

“When (Haim) ΒΕ ΤΕΥ ΣΝ 
minister of commerce and in 
he told me he had asked Pinhas 
Sapir to define the role of the 
chamber of commerce. Sapir sid 
he didn't know what the chamber 5 
supposed to do, but he did know 
that when there isn't a chamber. 
commerce, someone establishes 
one, In other words, its absence 18 
felt.” ᾿ 

Neaman was 15γ86}᾽5 first auditor 
general (today he is internal au “ 
for the Israel Corporation), an 
went to Switzerland in 1949 tof 4 
out how the ἰοὺ οὗ moder apne 
done in a small country. 

“They gave me so much help and 
altention that 1 still have 8. 
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«fly to Switzerland, too. 


Today's Switzerland is everything you 
thought it was—except for the price! 
And Swissair is the best proof of that. 
Swissuir gives you a comfortable and 
pleasant flight, with famous Swiss service, 
to Switzerland’s finest vacation sites: 

to breathtaking scenery, complete relaxa- 
tion. pure air, picturesque cities, and 
immaculate cleanliness. And Swissair 
offers all this at surprisingly low rates. 
Choose your Swiss vacation from any of 
the plans below — or have your travel 
agent put together your own tailor-made 
package. 

Vacation in Holiday Apartments 


Swissair will fly you toa luxurious one- 

to five-room holiday apartment in one 

of Switzerland’s exciting scemtc spots: 

Davos, Disentis, Engelberg. Flims, 
Grindelwald; Laax. Lenzerheide, 

St. Moritz or others. These modern, 
tastefully furnished holiday apartments 
are complete with kitchen appliances, 
bedding and all conveniences; cleaning 
and laundry services are at yout disposal. 
You may stay in the holiday apartment 
for one, two, three weeks or more, 
enjoying a luxury vacation with your 
family or friends at unprecedented rates. 
For example: a holiday apartment in 
Grindelwald costs from $10.25 per per- 
son per day, including local tax, kitchen 
appliances, bedding, final cleaning, elec- 
tricity and heating. 
Tax-Free Vacation on Wheels 


Indulge the Gypsy in your soul - ἀνθ 
youn coat the charming vistas of 
Chocolate Land and discover your 
dreams — at your own pace, your own 
pleasure. Swissair suggests ἃ rental car 
with unlimited mileage for your "vaca" 


tion on wheels”” ~ at prices which spiral = 


A reminder: Switzerland is the only 


rental is untaxed. 
Choose from a selection of cars in ἃ 
wealth of models and sizes, compact or 
luxury, with sutomatic or standard trans- 
mission -- at daily, weekly and special 
weekend rates, including one-way ren- 
tals, Rates include insurance and radio in 
every car. For example: weekly rental 
(two people) fora Fiat 127 with unlimited 
mileage is $61 per person —even less Lor 
more than two travellers. 


Swiss Travel Invention 


With Swissair's “Mobile Vacation”, you 
set out in acar you've rented in Swilzer- 
land, Each evening you decide in which 
direction you'll go and os hotel 
u'll spend the next night. 
Sieur lets you choose from 281 hotels 
in 5 price categories throughout Switzer- 
land — and you're guaranteed accom- 
modation at any of them, any tune. 
For example: seven days’ driving with 
unlimited mileage; seven nights stay in 
hotels of your choosing, seven breakfasts 
and itinerary assistance, from $227 per 
person —based on two persons τ even 
less for more than two travellers. 


Bestseller Hotels 


to five 
European hotels are rated one to 
stars, When you check into a Swiss hotel, 
you'll notice immediately that there are 
stars— and there are stars. 

Swiss stars cost you less, and are worth 
much more, The famous Swiss tradition 
of service, cleanliness and hospitality 
works wonders on Swiss hotels’ stars, 

i jal stars. 

making them very special st 2 
For example: a night’s stay per person in 
a double-bedded room with private facili- 


i cfast at the Sayoy in Arosa— 
ties and breakfast at si per dy. 


ὦ ‘five Swiss stars costs only 


Another example: a night's stay ina 
double-bedded room with private facili- 
ties and breakfast in the three-star 
Lohner Sporthotel Davos - costs just $19 


per person daily. Only Swissair offers you 


hotels with Swiss stars at down-to-earth 
prices. 
An All-In-One Vacation 
In this all-inclusive bestseller package, 
Swissair offers you all that is beautiful in 
Switzerland, in one fantastic vacation. 
All vou need ao is choose one of the 
charming hotels in the well-known 
resorts of Lenk, Lenzerheide-Valbella, 
Lucerne, Lugano, Meiringen or Suvog- 
ain: you'll be surprised at the price: it 
inchides excursions tnd tours, visits to 
exciting entertainment spots, special 
treats and more. 
For example: a week in Lugano at the 


hotel of your chuite, including breakfast, 


excursions and tours through exquisite 
regions by bus, train and cublecar, a 
nightclub evening with free drink, a 
complementary drink ina cusino, free 


sauna, participation in contests and much 


more. Prices start at only SFr. 385.- 
($203) per person for the whole week 
(two per room) -- a superb vacation at 
rock-bottom prices. 
Choose the holiday package you like 
best, then visit your travel agent or any 


Swissair office. We'll be happy to arrange 


every aspect of your fabulous Swiss 
vacation. 


᾿ Ratesae cubulated nceording ta SFr. 1.9 10 the dollar. 


place in my heart:for the Swiss:to 


downwards! 
this day:” he “says. oe ᾿ 
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THE QUESTION of the national 
security and the preservation of the 
Stale of fsracl und its people has 
been, since the-foundalion ΟἹ the 
State, of central importance in 
Israeli politics. 

Israel's military preparedness and 
capability have thus played ἃ 
decisive role — as was shown so 
clearly in 1948, 1956, 1967, and 
1973. Nevertheless, it is useful to 

evaluate this role, using various 

political data and presuppositions, 
from an international perspective. 

World public opinion, however 
defined, is essentiul in this discus- 
sion. Regurding Isracl, it is shaped 

by the interests and experiences of 

those states surrounding her and, in 
turn, (Hose interesis and ex- 
periences are reflected in repeated 

UN debates and resolutions. 

Political interests, historical und 
religious ties, and economic 
dependencies, (especially with 
regard to oil) are all important in 
the determinution of public opinion. 

Events concerning Isruel, 
however, create echoes worldwide 
because of their own intrinsic im- 
portance, thelr repercussions in the 
Arab world, and the interests of the 
two super-powers, U.S. and the 
Soviet Union. Jews in nearly uil 
countries present a certain counter- 
balunce against the representutives 
of the Arab world and their sym- 
pathizers. 

It is therefore completely under- 
standable that military and security 
concerns of the State of Israel earn 
a different evaluation, according to 
the place in which the discussions 
on these concerns occur, and ac- 
cording to the aims represented. 

The purely emotional reactions to 
events relating to Israel covered in 
the media are of interest. The 
bombing of the nuclear reactors in 
Iraq, the violent evacuation of parts 
of the Sinai settlements, the settle- 
ment policy in the occupied areas, 
and other events, evoke short-term 
feactions with long-term effects 
which, positively or negatively, are 
often not recognized. 

Striking, in any case, are the wide 
public oscillations between ap- 
preciation and rejection of Israel, 
which mostly are brought about by 
4 Serious lack of information, 

In this respect, the first question 
to be seriously analyzed should be 
Israel's security and political needs. 

From a Swiss point of view, cer- 
tain relevant historic, geopolitical 
and military parallels are obvious. 
Both states are small and, in the 
past, had to fight for their “lives” 
during different periods: both had 
to preserve their existence with use 
of military force. 

However, it should also be noted 


THE extensive and very fruitful 
business connections of Yekutiel X, 
Federmann with Swilzerland date 
to the early days of the State when 
Swiss geologists helped the Feder- 
mann group and Solel Boneh to car- 
ry out Isracl’s first oil exploratian. 
They discovered the Heletz oil field 
which started Producing on 
September 27, 1955 and by the time 
it run dry the fleld had yielded 15 
million barrels of good quulity oil. 
In an interview with 7'he 
Jerusalem Post, Federmann recalled 
that it was ἃ Swiss compuny which 
started building the King David 
Hotel opened in Jerusalem 50 years 
ago with Swiss management and 
stiff, The hotel is today one of the 
Federmann-owned Dan Hotels 
ehain “and all of our hotels tre 
bused on Swiss guidance, cuopera- 
tion and training,” he said. 
The Federmann group has also- 
been partner with Swiss interests in 
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Israel's security needs are analysed ‘from an international 
. angle’ by Brigadier-General Wanner, 
former Chief of Staff of the Swiss Army Corps. 


that. there is in our country a@ 
definite understanding for the in- 
terests of minorities, relating nat 
only 1o the Isruell people and their 
State, but also to the Palestinian 
minority, A solution taking into 
consideration the integrity of the 
State of Israel would be warmly 
welcomed. 

It should be understoad that in no 
way cauld or would we like to offer 
Swiss “solutions” and of course we 
ire also fully aware of the real dif- 
ficulties here evolving front ethnic, 
historical and especially psy- 
chological reasons. 


A PRE-CONDITION for the 
development of the state is the 
recognition by its neighbours of 
Israel's right to exist. Living under 
tolerable inter-state conditions and 
peteeful co-existence will, in the 
lung run, be possible only on this 
hasis. The extreme needs asnd ef- 
forts necessary for preservation of 
ils existence which keep the State of 
Israel in a virtually permanent state 
of war, would disappear with 
recognition of the integrity of the 
State, 

Refusing such recognition of 
Israel_ may, to the Palestinians, 
seem like a trump card in any future 
negotiations but, in the long run, 
could work as a boomerang. As long 
as one people proclaim as its aim 
the destruction of the other, living 
side by side is completely un- 
thinkable. 

Aspiring to a situation of peace — 
Nol as un alternative to war, bul as a 
key to o future state relationship — 
bused on recognition of the rights to 
freedom and security for the people 
and their state, is crucial for a long- 
term solution. Good will und o 
Positive attitude towards the goal of 
peace are the best possible pre- 
conditions. 

It is thus absurd that in a recent 
UN resolution, it was determined 
that Israel is “not a peace-loving 
country,” when at the end of April 
20,000 soldiers, under considerabte 
expense, evacuated and destroyed 
the town of Yamit so as to prevent a 
Teturn of obstinate inhabitants, in 
order to avoid further incidents with 
Egypt! 

When the existing parallels 
between both Switzerland and 


Strategic value: Mount Hermon. 
(Teddy Kandel) 


Israel were mentioned above, 
geostrategic situation and local con- 
ditions were included. 

Being the neighbour of four Arab 
states with one border on the 
Mediterranean, Israel has very 
small strategic and operative depth. 

One should also take into account 
the fact that three-quarters of the 
Israeli army are reserve units, which 
luke some time to be mobilized for 
battle. Also, in the Swiss militia 
army, fast preparation for battle 
constitutes 4 political as well as a 
military problem. But in Israel, the 
adversary stands “at the gates” all 
the time, 


NOW, AFTER the evacuation of 
the Sinai by Israel, the borders in 
the South are sharply defined. This 
necessarily influenced the military 
und political evaluation of the situa- 
tion which formed the basis of the 
Camp David accords. The situation 
in the West Bank and the Golan 
Heights. territories is totally dif- 
ferent. 

Territory is a strategic barrier 
against a potential attacker, 
Geography and distances are 
decisive’ factors which determine 
how long it will take for the enemy 
to attack and hence, the “pre- 
warning” time. Of considerable im- 
portance to Israel is a well- 


established information service and 
constant reconnaissance activilies. 

The Israeli land area is 
characterized by a decreasing 
operative depth of space, while 
moving from the south northwards, 
and a shorter pre-warning lime. 
Roughly, in the southern arca of the 
Sinai peninsula and in the Negev 
desert, a pre-warning period of days 
is expected whereus this time is 
restricted to hours in areas just west 
of the Jordan River, and to minutes 
in the Golan area. 

To this, we must add an evalua- 
tion of the political threat in {srael’s 
environs, which, after the recent 
evacuation of the Sinai, shows an 
escalation similar to that connected 
with worsening. territorial condi- 
tions. ll seems probable that future 


τ military efforts will be increasingly 


oriented to the North. 

In Sinai, Israet has fulfilled the 
first half of the Camp David ac- 
cords with Egypt, concluded in 
September 1978. Giving up the total 
area of Sinai is in no way something 
to be taken for granted. 

Other solutions, under different 
conditions, could also have been 
possible — e.g., a drawing of the 
border near the Gidi or Mitla Pus- 
568. 


THE PRESENT solution can be 
seen as proof of Israel's will for 
peace with Egypt, especially while 
taking into account political and 
security considerations. It cannot 
be denied that in addition to 
economic and military disadvan- 
tuges, the political “uncertainty” 
factor Israel experiences today 
should also be considered. 

Comparing conditions in Sinai 
with those of other Isrucli territories 
is an unsophisticated way of looking 
at the problem. The areas in the 
West Bank are in some places 
less than 20 kilometres from the 
coast. Because the coastal strip is 
the most densely populated, and 
forms the industrial, economic and 
military heartland of the country, 
possession of Samaria and Judeu by 
a foreign power would constitute a 
deadly menace to Israel. 

From there it would be possible, 
not only to shell the Israeli coastal 
strip bul also to cut the country in 
half. Under these conditions it is, 


The Federmann connection 


building and construction in Africa, 
in Gabon, Nigeria and especially 
the Ivory Coast. So far $100m. 
worth of construction has been car- 
ried out, and the work ig continuing. 
Federmann takes pride that “the 
Swiss had faith in our Israeli perfor- 
mance, supported by Swiss 
engineering and specialists, and 
they readily funded the projects.” 

‘The Federmann group also main- 
tains contacts with Swiss business in 
various areas of industry, in par- 
licular in the high technology and 
applied science fields. “Our 
cooperation has been of mutual 
benefit to both sides," Federmann 
stressed. 

He sees the two small countries as 
subscribing to similar concepis of 


By Ya‘acov Friedier 


Tespecl for work and professional 
performance, as well as national 
responsibility and love of freedom 
and country. 

Federmann does not claim to 
have initiated Swiss-Israeli business 
Cooperalion, noling that these rela- 
Uons preceded the creation of the 
State, from the time the small 
Jewish community in Palestine first 
Slarted enterprises for manufacture 
and trade. Chaim Weizmann, the 
first President of Israel, completed 
his chomistry studies al the Univer- 
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sily of Fribourg in Switzerland and 
later became famous when he 
developed a synthesis for the 
manufacture of explosives in Britain 
during World War One, He was a 
great admirer of the Swiss and 
dreamt that the Jewish State of the 
future would become the 
Switzerland of the Middle East, a 
concept based not only on industrial 
excellence but on the values of the 
Swiss people. Indeed, many impor- 
tant Israeli industries were 
developed with know-how and 
often in partnership with Swiss in- 
dustrial groups. 


THE Federmann group is well 
known for its excellent contacts and 
connections with leading Swiss in- 


fram a security, political ang 
military point of view, completely 
understiundable that Minister οἵ 
Defence Ariel Sharon declared that 
afler the evacuation of the Sinai 
peninsula “the ced line for possible 
concessions” has been reached, 

The Jordun River forms, 
geographically, a natural border 
with Jordan. However, the cily of 
Jerusalem presents an extremely 
delicate problem, one of much 
more importance than purely 
military considerations would in- 
dicate. Whutever solutions will be 
proposed in this area, they should 
on the one hund take into account a 
realistic appreciation of Israel's 
legitimate security needs and, on 
the other hand, bear in mind the 
needs of the Palestinian minority. 

Both these aspects should 
become part of serious public dis- 
cussions. While in Sinai and in the 
West Bank, military compromises 
are certainly conceivable, in the 
Golan Heights they are not a pos- 
sibility. 

As is the case with the higher 
areas of the West Bank of the 
Jordan, the Golan Heights also 
provide a must strategic area in the 
North, so that possession or 
neutralization of the Heights are in- 
evitable for the security of Israel. 

We should again remember that 
from the Heights, Israeli settle- 
ments in the Galilee have been fired 
upon for many yeurs, and that 
Syrian attacks in 1967 and 1973 
begun here as well. 

ἴι is also necesary to cover the 
east flank of the Israeli territories in 
the north, in the neighbourhood of 
Kiryat Shmona, and this requires 
the possession of Mount Hermon. 


IN THIS discussion, military, 
security and political considerations 
have on purpose been brought to 
the fore. As long as no political 
sulultion has evolved which takes 
proper account of security needs 
and of the recognition of Isracl’s ¢s- 
istence, these considerations are 
pre-eminent. 

When considering them in regard 
to the different currents of public 
opinion which, especially in 
Europe, over-rate the importance of 
peace conipared to the right of 
freedom, we can conclude that luo 
litle altention hus been paid to the 
needs of security. 

We forget but too eusily und too 
quickly which sacrifices have been 
made by the Jews who have &- 
tablished, buill and defended the 
Stute of Israel. And 88 a small na- 
tion in the middle of Europe, we 
have a supreme interest in the 
preservation of the small nation of 
Israel. 


dustries. “I am particularly proud 
that most of the professional 
managers in our group were trained 
and inspired by the Swiss model. 
Some received their training at the 
University of St. Gallen where they 
assimilated ihe Swiss outlook and 
polish in the economic and manage- 
ment fields; at the A.E,T, university 
of Zurich, (where Albert Einstein 
once taught) in the technical are 
while many Israelis studie 
medicine in the universities of 
Geneva and Lausanne.” 
Thousands of young Swiss men 
and women, many of them students, 
have come to Israel to work on the 
kibbutzim and see a new way of life. 
“There is marly a Lacey in 
Switzerland where you won 
somebody who can speak Hebrew, 
even if only-a few words, Welz- 
mann’s dream did not go that far, 
but he would have been very proud 


to see it,": Federmann said. 
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by the State 


By Albert Mossdorf 


SINCE the State of Israel was 
founded, it has stood under fire of 
fierce criticism. 

This criticisn takes many forms. It 
is in some Cases, such as that of the 
PLO, directed against the very ex- 
istence of the State of Israel. 
Westerners demand greater under- 
standing for the Palestinian poputa- 
tion, Criticism in Israel directs itself 
mainly against Begin's decisions — 
in part, against his settlement policy 
—and also comes from those who 
believe that his attitude towards 

t is too lenient. b 

een considering the geographic 
ition of israel, one is surprised 
that the state was able to hold out at 
all, on such a small and narrow strip 
of land, and even more so when one 
takes into account the surrounding 
large and economically influential 
Arab countries. ᾿ 

The members of the Switzer- 
land-Israel Society (and with us 
perhaps the greater part of the 
Swiss population), have had full un- 
derstanding from the beginning of 
Israel's problems and anxieties, and 

for its foreign and domestic policies. 

We remember not only the defec- 
tion of the Christian western 
countries when the national 
socialist Reich advocated the 
“Final Solution" for the Jews, und 
destroyed six million Inuman beings. 
We also remember that the new 
State of Israel made ἃ courageous 
and victorious stand for its rights, 
freedom and independence during 
wars forced upon it by the Arabs, 
and was fully prepared for the 

necessary sacrilices. 

Neither do we overlook the fact 
that even today, the very right of 
Israel to exial is again and again be- 
ing disputed. However, a country 
and a people prepared to fight for 
their tradition, their own rights, in- 
dependence and freedom, shall not 
and will not perish. A 

Israel has evacuuted the Sinai, 
and has fulfilled its obligations 
resulting from the Camp David 
agreement. This is certainly to 
Israel's credit. Israel has done this 
in the conviction that it has thereby 
paid an essential contribution to the 
maintenance of peace in the Middle 
East, 

Israel had faith and placed con- 
fidence in former President Anwar 
Sadat, and transferred these sent 
ments also to his successor. This 
was not a taken for granted event. 

Perturbed, we also ask ourselves 
whether President Hosni erage 
will act to acconmodate the a 

: world inimical to Israel, or even Wi! 

ἢ go £0 far aa to support — directly πὶ 
indirectly — those implacable 
enemies of Israel. This remains our 
present concern. This reason a 
is enough to make us understent 
any and every effort on Israel's re 
to ensure secure and defensible 
borders, 

We stand by the State of Israel to- 
day more than ever, not only, 
because we feel closely related to its 
culture or because we admire its 
various intensive research efforts, 
but also because we particularly 
value and esteem its political at 
Utude to the West, an altitude 
which will undoubtedly be of in- 
creasing importance in the future. 


(The writer is president of «the 
Swizerland-Israel Soclety.)- _ 1 
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Esprit de corps 


The majority of Swiss citi ' 

Ἶ ; zens show 
a attitude towards the Women’s 
ἜΒΈΔΕΥ Service — but nevertheless, 

omen in Switzerland’s army continue 


to soldier on, reports Doris Angst. 
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- WOMEN in the army is a reality not 


only in Israel, i 
Switzerland, but also in 


Tsrael ia the only count 

military service τὸ ΟΜ ΡΟΝ, ως 
men and women alike, In more than 
20 other countries, however, op- 
tional army service for women does 
exist. In Switzerland women's 
patriotic pride and martial spirit 
have been legendary since the days 
of William Tell. At that time, the 
wives of two Swiss liberation 
fighters full-heartedly supported 
them in the struggle to free the 
country from the Austrian bailiffs. 


Today, 2,500 women serve in 
non-conbatant, volunteer positions 
in the Swiss army. in 1939, under 
the pressure of increasing political 
tensions in Europe, the Women’s 
Auxiliary Service (FHD) was 
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created in Switzerland. The pur- 
pose of the FHD was to free (male) 
soldiers for the front. During World 
War II, some 20,000 Swiss women 
were registered in the FHD. Butim- 
mediately after the war — and even 
more 50 in the Fifties and Sixties — 
the number of female volunteers 
diminished. 


MANY Swiss women were — and 
are — obviously ready to offer their 
services to the country in times of 
danger, but only a few are prepared 
to sacrifice time to learn and train in 
times of peace. Significantly. 
though, the number of new registra- 
tions rose during the Hungary crisis, 
in ee. and during the Cuba crisis 
in : 


The FHD volunteer organization 
sends out “propaganda” (to female 


Swiss citizens between the ages of 
18 and 35, Tis leutlet offers the 
women “partnership in the service 
of national defence.” 

According to ability and interest, 
the candidate can chouse one of the 
tine FHD service branches: 
military postal service; administra- 
tion; communications; wcripl obser- 
Yalion; alarm service; welfare; Red 
Cross driver; and carrier pigeons 
service. Special favourites among 
women today are the lutler two. 

In the introductory, 27-day 
proves female recruits get general 
᾿ itary training including first aid 

ind atomic protection, and also 
Professional training. There is no 
arms training for women. 

how the women in the durk- 

Ξ uniforms are incorporated into 
regular auxiliary army units where 
Ὑ Serve together with men. There 


are also 13-day refresher courses of- 
fered annually. As any Swiss soldicr, 
the FHD volunteer is entitled to the 
salary she received from her civilian 
employer while on duty. 


AS FAR AS the ranking system is 
concerned, female soldiers can tise 
to the rank of a subaltern officer, In 
the unit, groups of FHD women are 
led by female subordinate officers 
and lieutenants. 

After having overcome the first 
awkwardness in finding themselves 
dressed in uniforms, most of the 
women don’t regret their decision 
to have volunteered for the army. 
There is something to the 
partnership mentioned in the FHD 
advertising leaflet: in the army, 
women from various soclal 
backgrounds and professions meet 


(although most of them are of 


middle-class origin und work in 
trained jobs), and together they 
share new experiences. 

Many of them find in military ser- 
vice a new field for their profes- 
sional ambitions. Relations to male 
soldiers of the same unit can be 
characterized as collegial. Even 
soldiers who may have doubts about 
the women later openly admire the 
FHD's capacities. 

While inside the FHD and in 
each unit an ‘Esprit de corps exists, 
relations in the civilian world and 
Swiss society are more complicated. 
A majority of Swiss citizens show ἃ 
negative attitute’ towards the 
Women's Auxiliary Service. The op- 
position to the FHD comes from 
conservatives and liberals, men any 
women alike. LAs 

First of all, the Swiss militia 
system is closely linked to the 


we TEE 
- 


So 


country's direct democriicy —— il 
democracy which was, until 1971, 
an exclusive male domuin. Thus, the 
prouder a min wus of his rights us 
citizen and soldier, the Jess ine 
he was to accept women in the 
army. 

Young leftists oppose the militia 
system as such, and the fact that 
women should be part of it. 
Feminist circulars, in 1939, were very 
much in favour of creating afemule 
military service and took it up us ἃ 
vehicle for women’s suffrage. 
Women's organizations u genera- 
tion later, however, walked around 
with signs saying “FHD — not 
without the right to vote!" 

Recently, discussion about the 
FHD and women's role in the army 
has been revived. Former Chief 
FHD Andrée Weitzel published a 
study on “women in the concept of 


National Defenes.” 

According τὸ her, all waten 
should be fully incorporated into 
the Swiss militia, and dake courses 
on the protection of the civilia 
population, ete., in order to be bet 
ter prepared “for harder times to 
come.” The author described her 
approach as a feminist ane. “Swiss 
women have the right to be trained 
for defence," she wrote. 

But women's organizations us 
recently as Inst year fought the 
paper. They argued that Weitzel 
tried to subdue women under the 
military system which was a male in- 
vention and thus condemnabie. 
Women could choose other fields 
than the army to emancipate! 

Facing such an obvious lack of 
popularity, women in the Swiss 
army must think of their counter- 
parts in Israel... and sigh, 


IN 1291, delegates from the three 
valleys of Uri, Schwyz and 
Unterwalden met at the ἘΠῚ, 
meadow high above the Lake of 
Lucerne. They swore to be a united 
people and never to obey foreign 
powers. And thus, Switzerland was 
born. 

Several hundred yeazs before that 
date, Jews already lived in the area 
which today is Switzerland. They 
came with the Romans as traders, 
merchants and craftsmen. Under 
the growing influence of the Roman 
Catholic Church, their legal and 
political position declined. 

By 1213 — the date of the oldest 
existing document which proves the 
existence of Jews in Switzerland — 
they were already separated from 
the rest of the population. They 
paid heavy taxes and lived undef the 
protection (and as the property) of 
the German emperor, When he 
needed money, he sold the right to 
possess Jews to other rulers. 

As it was forbidden for Christians 
to take capital interest from one 
another, the Jews were forced into 
the credit business. In the so-called 
“citizen” or “freedom” letters, the 

Jews were required to lend money 
for pledges and bails. All other oc- 
cupations were forbidden for Jews. 
Other regulations — preventing 
wearing arms, living with Christians, 
wearing certain clothes, etc. — 
separated them from the non- 
Jewish population. There were no 
closed ghettos in Switzerland per se 


we 


Jews were already living in the area. 


et 


Ralph Weingarten traces the earlie 


τ 


st 


Jewish links with Switzerland. 


The origins and history of Switzerland’s Jewish community are traced from 
earliest times until the present day, in the following three articles. 


A separate people 


Several hundred years before the birth of the country of Switzerland, 


The JOdischer Turnverein of Zurich in 1911, showing the community's involvement in sports. 


but generally the Jews lived 
together often in the /j se 
near their synagogues. 

The living conditions of the Jews 
in Switzerland did not differ much 
from those of the other Jews in 
Europe at that time who were suf. 
fering various degrees of persecu- 
tion. In the year 1294 the citizens of 
Bern accused the Jews of having 
murdered a Christian boy for rilual 
purposes. The alleged murderers 
were killed and the other Jews 
banished. 

In the mid 1300s, the plague 
brought death to hundreds of thou- 
sands of Europeans, In the castle of 
Chillon at Lake Geneva (one of to- 
day's biggest Swiss tourist attrac- 
tions), Jews were tortured and then 


confessed to have poisoned the © 


water wells. This false story spread 
rapidly all over Switzerland, France 
and Germany where the Jews were 
caught, burned to death, or driven 
away. 


IT WAS only in the 17th cen- 
tury that Jewish life in Switzerland 
was reborn. Jews were then allowed 
to live in two little villages in the 
valley of the river Surb (Surbtal), in 
Endingen and Lengnau (northwest 
of Zurich). They were accorded cer- 
tain rights and duties. Their lives 
were full of restrictions: Jews were 
not allowed to own land, to be 
craftsmen, merchants or farmers, to 
live with Christians under the same 
roof, and so on. (Even today in 


The Federmann Group of Companies 


Pioneer of Swiss-Israel Cooperation in 


The Dans of Israel 
Hotels and Resorts 


PAGE TWELVE 


HOTEL INDUSTRY 
TRADE 
TECHNOLOGY 
HOUSING 


Greets its friends in Switzerland and all over the world from 


and 
and 
and 
and 


TOURISM 
INDUSTRY 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
CONSTRUCTION 


the KING DAVID HOTEL, Jerusalem 
celebrating its Golden Anniversary, founded and built by a Swiss group 50 years ago. 


DAN HOTELS CORPORATION LTD. 


iced) 

“apa 
WIAG DW ED 

DAN HOTEL GROUP 


Representative Office for Switzerland and Europe ‘ 
Brandschenkestrasse 4, CH-8002 Zuerich, Tel. (1) 202 79 04, Telex 58616 


DOAN ACCADIA 


TIN YT 


Ἷ 


4Salaa 


DAN CARMFL 


JERUSALEM POST SUPPLEMENT — ISRAEL-SWITZERLAND 


DAN CAESAREA 


TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 1982 


jlages, old houses have (wo 
a one for Jews, one for 
Christians). 
In general, the Jews were very 
but free to organize Lheir com- 
tunal and religious life, indepen- 
dent from the control of the Chris- 
tian village authorities. Rabbis were 
the judges (following talmudic law), 
notaries, etc. Under a system of 
self-imposed taxation, the Jewish 
communities supported various in- 
giituyions — synagogues, schools 
cial services. 
arcs were built in 1750 
(Lengnau) and 1764 (Endingen). We 
know how they looked [rom druw- 
inps in the book Collection of Jewlsh 
Histories by Johann Caspar Ulrich, 
parson of the big Fraumiinster 
church in Zurich, the niost impor- 
tant source of information about 
Jewish life in Switzerland up to the 
(8th century. 

IL ig interesting to note that Jews 
around that time spoke their own 
language. Dr. Florence 
Guggenheim-Grinberg, who 
devoted her life studying the 
history, language and folklore of 
Swiss Jews, explains that it was 
a dislect of western Yiddish. 

At the peak in 1850, 1515 Jews 
lived in the two main Swiss Jewish 
communities. Shortly thereafter, 
the emancipation made it 
possible for them to live else- 
where. Today there are only 
three (Jewish) families still living in 
Endingen and Lengnau. Only the 
cemetery and the synagogues — 
now national monuments and in 
urgent need of restoration — 
femain as evidence of the Jewish 
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Jews were especially proud of fulfilling their national duties. Here, three ment 
of a horse-hundling family in their cavalry uniforms during the First Wrold War. 
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armies invaded Switzerland in 1798 
and overthrew the old order it 


‘looked as if a new era would begin 


and the slogan "Freedom, Equality, 
Brotherhood" would alse apply to 
the Jews. But this was only partly 
the case, 

Even the Swiss constitution of 
1848 in which the nation set out its 
principles for becoming a federal 
state, only granted the right of free 
domicile and equalily before the 
law to Swiss citizens of the Christian 
faith. It took decades of legal and 
parliamentary fights until the Jews 
— with outside, international sup- 
port — got the same rights. 

Particularly following the “‘eman- 
cipation” of 1866, Jewish life began 
to flourish again in Switzerland, for 
the first time since the Middle Ages. 


FROM 1850 to 1914, the Swiss 
Jewish population increased from 
3,000 to 20,000. It not only grew in 
numbers but in its geographic dis- 
persion. During many centuries 
Jews had to live in small villuges: 
now they moved to the cities. By 
1910, 55 per cent of the Jewish pop- 
ulation lived in Zurich, Basle und 
Geneva. Added to the nucleus of 
the Jews of Endingen and Lengnau, 
came immigrants from the Alsuce, 
South Germany and Yoralberg, 
from other parts of Germany and, 
after 1890, from Eastern Europe. 
The latter were a new element in 
Swiss Jewry who were slowly ub- 
sorbed, ΝΣ 

New Jewish communities were 
formed, new synagogues — neurly 
all in the Moorish-Byzantine style 
— were built, The new com- 


old-age home in Lengnau (1901), κα 
Jewish orphanage (1903) and a 
Jewish hospital (1904) in Busle. In 
1904 the Jews founded the Swiss 
Federation of Jewish Communities 
which .until today represents 
Swiss Jewry to federal authorities 
and to other international Jewish 
(and non-Jewish) organizations. The 
Jews also organized cultural ac- 
tivities and fulfilled compulsory 
military service. 

The Jews — formerly textile 
merchants —- could now have shops 
and manufacture goods. They 
entered the universities and prac- 
tised legal and medical professions. 

One set-back for the Jews was a 
public vote in 1893 which forbude 
shehita, sv that Jews were forced 
(and are today us well) to import 
kosher meat from abroad. 

In 1897 one of the most decisive 
events in Jewish history tock pluce 
in Switzerland: The first Zionist 
Congress was held in Basle. 
Switzerland continued to play an 
important role in the Zionist move- 
ment as the site of many subsequent 
Zionist congresses. 


BY THE eve of World War One, 
the muin infrastructures which un- 
derlie Jewish life in Switzerland tr 
day, were already evident, Cum- 
munity formation and population 
size have varied relatively littl 
since then, on the whole. 

From the emincipation in 1866 to 
this world war, the Swiss Jews had 
integrated themselves well into 
Swiss sociely, becoming a signifi- 
cant if not prominent fucet of this 
multilingual and = moutticultural 
pluralistic stute. 
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THE PRESENT period of Swiss- 
Jewish history actually begun after 
the First World War, when events 
took place which determined not 
only the future of the Jews, but of 
the Swiss nation and of people all 
over the whole world. 

Switzerland itself was, to an 
amazingly large extent, the stage on 
which many a drama was played out 
at that time. In 1922, the League of 
Danes at was in those days u 
focus of world attention, transferred the presentation of his re 
the Mandate of Palestine to Great Aner from that, he nibsind aire 
Britain with instructions to create a evidence of proper adjustment by 
national home there for the Jewish his command of the German 
people, Then, and since the first language, in writing as well as in 
Zionist Congress in Basle, speech, by professional activity and 
Switzerland was distinguished asthe by good relations at home. He also 

congress" country of the World should have proved himself to be a 
Zionist Organization. useful element in our economy.” 

The Twenties were characterized At the same time, the official 
by increasingly anti-Semitic senti- directives mentioned exceptions — 
ments whose roots were in strong “Admission of candidates from all 
religious and also xenophobic feel- other national groups of foreigners 
ings. In 1920, $5 per cent of the Jews born ubroud (Israelites and nen- 
in Switzerland were foreigners — a Israelites) can come into account 
substantial portion being im- only if candidates have been un- 
migrants from Enstern Europe. The interruptedly settled in Switzerland 
discussions that year in the Grent for at least 10 yeurs, at teust five 
Municipal Couneil of Zurich — the years of which in the City of 
parliament of the city — concerning Zurich." 
immigration pructices, reflected The intention of the directives 

public opinion. Regulations wer: was clear, The exceptions were 

only effected against the Ost Juden, abclished only in (936, though in 
the Jews from the east, who were the framework of a general exten- 
characterized by the Council as ‘‘a sion of “waiting time” for all 
oii foreign element in our foreigners. 

pulatiya.” Anti-Semitism during the '20s w 
lt wus declared that Jews “im- voiced by Johann Deptt Tush. 
migrating from Eastern territories editor of the Swiss Republican 
should be recommended to the Papers. He wrote in 1921 a series of 

Great City Council for obtaining articles with the curious-sounding 

citizenship only when the candidate title, “About the Jewish menace — 

has lived in the city uninterruptedly 8. non-unti-Semitic, objective view 
and at least during 15 years before of the question.” Before that, the 
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same newspaper had already 
published The Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion, to be mentioned later. 


ANOTHER anti-Semitic pamphlet 
— attributed to Henry Ford — call- 
ed "The International Jew.” 
started to circulate in Switzerland 
during the same period. We know 
that this pamphlet had copied the 
Protocol's theory of 8. so-called 
world Jewish conspiracy. Public 
controversy was sparked by the 
Swiss Israelite Union of Com- 
munities (SiG) which tried to pre- 
veut the distribution of this free 
book ut railway kiosks, 

By the year 1929, the enlarged 
Jewish Agency in Zurich had at- 
tracted the support and attention of 
non-Zionist groups from all over the 
world. In the League of Nations 
treaty handing over the Mandate to 
Great Britain, provisions were 
made to establish a “Jewish Agen- 
cy" and an “Arab Agency” which 
were to represent the interests of 
the population under the British 
high commissioner. 

While the Jews of Palestine im- 
mediately seized the chance offered 
lo them, inter-Arab quarrels 
prevented the establishment of their 
own representative body — which 
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later on had disastrous conse- 
quences for the Palestinians. The 
establishment of a Jewish home in 
Palestine now became a matter con- 
cerning the whole Jewish people, 
shown by the participation of per- 
sonalilies such as Albert Einstein 
and Leon Blum. 

Compared with the Thirties, 
when the dark shadows of Nazi Ger- 
many also fell upon Switzerland, the 
previous decade had been relatively 
idyllic. All this changed with the rise 
of the “Fronts,” which tried to 
imitate their Nazi examples, 
Stormtroopers of the National 
Front, shouting “Down with the 
Jews,” started to roam the streets of 
Swiss cities. The fron Broom, the ag- 
gressive propaganda paper of the 
National Front, did not yield in ex- 
pressing its bitter hatred of the 
ews, 


IN THE French part of Switzerland 
in the mid-thirties, the citizens 
became terrified by the thought of a 
People’s Front such as existed in 
France at that time. The fact that 
Jewish Socialist Leon Blum had 
supported in France a common 
bond with the Communists, gave la- 
tent anti-Semitism in Switzerland an 
additional boost and added a special 


element to the Front's 
i rent Switzerland, ities 
n considering the * δ" 
period in this ἊΝ οἵ Semen, 
one cannot ignore the economic 
crisis of those years, which helped 
to breed political extremism from 
the left as well as from the right side 
of the spectrum. In 1936 
Switzerland had 124,000 ua. 
employed. In the face of social and 
economic problems, many sections 
of the population gave in to the 
temptation of collaborating with the 
“Fronts.” 

The “Fronts” were res 
for Berne becoming the eta 
event which had importance which 
exceeded the borders of 
Switzerland. They distributed 
copies of the Protocols, and αἱ the 
same time, an anti-Semitic hate 
pamphlet about occult Jewish plans 
for “world hegemony.” This in- 
duced the Jewish community of 
Berne and the Swiss-Israelite Union 
of Communities to bring a libel suit 
against members of the National 
Front and of the Union of Nationel 
Socialist Federates. 

Controversy following this law 
suit caused a storm across the 
country's borders, when the Swiss 
Nazis, desperute for “proof of the 
authenticity of the Protecols, asked 
the NSDAP in Munich for as- 
sistance. This assistance arrived 
soon, not only through financial 
support, but also in the person of a 
“specialist™ named Fleischauer. 

The Jewish side in the case wes 
represented by Dr. Georges 
Brunschvig, Emil Raas and Dr. 
Hans Matti who sought to prove 
that the Protocols were a crude 
falsification, and a re-write of a 
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satire by Frenchman Maurice Joly 
in 1865 called “A discussion in Hell 
between Machiavelli und Montes- 


jeu. 

On March 14th, 1935, the verdict 
was given. The court determined 
that this “product” was copied from 
the book by Joly, and that it was a 
fibellous publication. The accused 
Frontmen were condemned to pay 
fines, but they uppealed. 

The Berne High Court deult only 
with formalistic legul questions, and 
came to the conclusion that libel 
“serving political purposes, did not 
fall under the luw concerning 
measures against other libellous 
fiterature. 

However, the Frontmen had in 
the end to pay for court expenses, 
“for whoever disseminates such an 
inciting article of the Jowest order, 
has himself to bear expenses con. 
nected herewith.” 

ΜῈ hope,” said the judge in this 
case, “There will come a time that 
no one will understand any longer 
how in the year 1935 nearly a dozen 
bright and sensible people could, 
for two full weeks break their heads, 
before a Berne Court over the 
authenticity of those soculled 
Protocols which, apart from all the 
damage which they have caused 
already and might cause in the 
future, are, after all, no more than a 
collection of ridiculous nonsense.” 

Alas, his hope was not fulfilled. 
Arab and also Soviet propaganda 
kitchens started to re-heal this 
poisonous soup. 


ANOTHER EVENT in the 1930s 
sent waves across the Swiss borders. 
On February 4, 1936, the guuleiter 
(district commander) of the Nazi 
movement in Switzerland, Wilhelm 
Gusiloff, was shot by the Jewish stu- 
dent David Frankfurter, who was 
(rying to draw altention to Jewish 
persecution in Germany. 

A court in Chur condemned 
Frankfurter to 18 yeurs of hard 
labour. During this trial, the 
German Nazis sent their represen- 
latives who practically filled the 
whole courtroom, to the Swiss 
federal capital. The Swiss Frontmen 
also rendered assistance in the form 
of publicity. 

Nevertheless, the trial had a 
salutary side-effect in drawing, for 
the first time, the attention of a 
large part of the Swiss population lo 
the workings of the Germans in 
Switzerland, However, it atill took 
considerable time before the Swiss 
authorities drew the right conclu- 
sions. (Frankfurter was pardoned 
after the war and immigrated to 
Palestine, where he worked in the 
Israeli Ministry of Defence.) 

_ Though the Swiss were not 
Immediately affected by the events 
oy and reacted slowly to 
᾿ ™ — as did the authorities who 
iad to take into account economic 
and political considerations — for 
the Jews the writing was on the wall. 


In August 1936, the Jewish World. 


Congress was founded in Geneva, 
. the initiative of Nahum Gold- 
Hee and the American Rabbi, 
pohen S. Wise. Some 280 
Ὲ gates from 23 countries laid the 
rnerstone for this organization, 
ch would work to make it poss!- 
δ for the Jews of the Diaspora to 
ne action in the face of the deadly 
mace to Jews posed by Hitler. 
erause the already moribund 
gue of Nations had its seat in 


neva, it was only logical that the © 


ld Congress would also open its 
office in the Rhone City. | ἴω 


‘ 
a INFAMOUS “Crystal Night” 
lovember 9, 1938, touched off 


Well, Synagogues in greater 


‘AN alarm signal in Switzerland’ as” 


Scene from The Boat is Full, Markey Imhuof's film about refugees in the Second World War. 


many were burned by Nazi gangs, 
Jewish shops and businesses were 
looted and many Jews arrested, and 
badly beaten. The Jews of Germany 
looked for refuge abrond, «fact 
which startled the Swiss authorities. 
The role played by the Swiss em- 
bussy in Berlin in inventing the “J" 
stamps in the passports of German 
Jews, has been examined by 
historians in ull its sad details. This 
was the beginning of that tragic 
period in Swiss history, with a 
refugee policy described in the 
slogan, “The boat is full.” 

In August 1939, a Zionist 
Congress took place in Geneva. 
Chaim Weizmann closed it, saying, 
“Who knows whether und when we 
will see each other again, and when 
we meet, who knows whom we will 
still meet.” 

Little did he know then of the 
proportlons of the impending 
tragedy — or of the fact that the 
Roya! Navy would soon keep watch 
on the coast of Palestine so that no 
Jewish refugees could reach its 
shores. ἢ : 

At the borders of Switzerland 
soldiers also fulfilled this same task. 
In the beginning, groups of refugees 
were still admitted. But on August 
13, 1943, instructions were issued by 
Dr. Heinrich Rothmund, chief of 
the police division of the Federal 
Justice and Police Department in 
Berne, to send back ail civilian 
refugees at the Swiss border and to 
return those who had already suc- 
ceeded in crossing the border. — 

This was certainly the most in- 
human decision made by Swiss 
authorities in modern times.. 

It was met immediately by vehe- 
ment opposition — not only from 
Jewish circles, but from politicians 
and personalities who stood in the 
‘Forefront of humanitarian 
endeavours. These were not few, 
and thelr efforts proved to the Jews 
of Switzerland that they did not 
stand alone in their fight. 

"The admissions. policy for 
refugees remained extremely 
. restrictive, despite promises by 
Federal Councillor von Steiger, 


Rothmund’s chief, to mitigate those” 
pean. ‘The-fact that the statue of 
fu 


es ‘denied to 


Jews was especially cruel, Whoever 
succeeded, notwithstanding all dif- 
ficulties, in entering Switzerland, 
had al least saved his or her life. 

The Federal Council (Bundesrat) 
decided in March 1940, to house 
Jewish refugees in| work camps 
where they often had to perform un- 
familiar and hard work. This in itself 
would not have been so bad. But 
much worse were the completely 
unnecessary chicanerics and 
humiliations to which many of the 
refugees were exposed. 

Many a Swiss non-commissioned 

officer soon felt, in his role as camp 
commander, like a small dictator. 
There were, however, some humanc 
and more understanding com- 
manders. 
SWISS authorities showed from the 
beginning little inclination to bear 
the expenses of immigrants and 
refugees. As a matter of course, the 
Jews of Switzerland declared 
themselves prepared to undertake 
the great efforts required to care for 
their brethren. Later, when it 
became clear that this task surpass- 
ed their own financial capabilities, 
American Jewry came to their as- 
sistance. Finally, the federal 
authorities took upon themselves 
part of the financial burden. 

Swiss Jews' readiness to make 
sacrifices was something to be 
proud of. Altogether, those 20,000 
people mobilized in the period 
between 1933 and 1952, a sum of 
SFRI5 million, and this in the time 
of the biggest influx of refugees. 

After the war, survivors from the 
concentration camps and emigrants 
from Eastern Europe were added to 
this influx. If all the Swiss would 
have made the same contribution as 
their Jewish countrymen, this sum 
would have mounted to SFR3 bit- 
lion. ᾿ 
"Approximately 23,000 Jewish 
refugees were given refuge in 
Switzerland; how many were sent 
back to their deaths can only be 
guessed. Official statements say (hat 
entrance into Switzerland (which 
would have saved a, was denied 
to about 10,000 refugess. 

_ The knowledge of the fate which 
their fellow Jews in Nazi Germany 
-were experiencing made everything 


for the Jews in Switzerland much 
less bearahle. The first news com- 
muniques regarding the “Final 
Solution" cume via Switzerland. Dr. 
Benjamin Sagatowitz, then leader of 
the Press Bureau of the Swiss- 
Istuclite Union of Communities, 
reccived information from various 
contacts on the gas chambers in the 
concentration camps, and referred 
this information to Dr. Gerhard M. 
Riegner, general secretary of the 
Jewish World Congress, residing in 
Geneva. 

Via the American embussy, the 
information was transferred to the 
Allies and promptly locked away in 
the drawers by bureaucrats and 
diplomats. This is one of the most 
scandalous episodes of the Second 
World War, comparable only wilh 
the refusal to bomb the railway lines 
on which the victims were trans- 
ported to Auschwitz and 
Treblinka. 

The Swiss authorities, although 
they were unaware al the time of 
events in Washington and London, 
were in good company in their ef- 
forts to silence the events in Nazi- 
occupied Eastern Europe. After all, 
the atrocious truth could have 
roused the population against the 
official refugee policy. 

The Swiss Press and Radio 
Department issued an absolute ban 
on discussion about what was hap- 
pening after a mission of Swiss 
physicians at the Eastern Front in 
the years 194] and 1942 witnessed 
the activities of the SS Efmsarz kom- 
mandos (action commandos). The 
Volksstimme { Peoples’ Voice) 
published a press communique from 
Stockholm concerning the deporta- 
tions under the title "Death Trans- 
porters.” The mewspaper was 
criticized because it published un- 
der a “sensational title” and dis- 
tributed “not less sensational” news 
items from “clearly not very reliable 
sources.” ᾿ 

The Press Agency of the Swiss- 


Israelite Union of Communities ἢ 


(JUNA) published in the same year 
a description of the persecution 
ihe Jews. They were accused of 
“propaganda,” though the 
authorities were, of course, fully in- 
formed about whal was, happening. 


of - quickly the reisan 


TO BE FAIR, it should be said in 
retrospect that Switzerland did not 
compare badly with other nations 
during the War, however inhuman 
certain refugee policies and 
problems were. Undoubtedly, more 
could have been done, bul the situa- 
tion of the country at the time, sur- 
rounded as it was by the axis powers 
and cut off from lines of provision, 
should be taken into consideration. 

Switzerland admitted approx- 
imately 23,000 Jewish refugees, 
while Sweden, though in a 
geopolitical situation which was 
comparably better, only let in 
12,000. Shanghai accepted 25,000 — 
more than Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa together. 
The American Senate rejected in 
1942 a proposition which would 
have made possible the entrance of 
20,000 Jewish children, and with 
that, their reseue from the gus 
chumbers. Mexico admiticd 
altogether 2,0U0 refugees. The 
refugee policy of Switzerland, 
which has been described in detail 
in « number of publications, 15 
decidedly not an honourable page 
in its history; however, the Swiss 
were, alas, in “good company.” 

Efforts were made from within 
Switzerland (a rescue German Jews 
who had not even arrived yet at the 
border stations, Saly Muyer, presi- 
dent of the Swiss-lsraclite Union of 
Communities from 1936-1943 and 
Tepresentative of the American 
Joint: Distributivoa Commitice in 
Switzerland, met in [944 and 1945 at 
the Snint Margarethen bridge with 
SS officers, in order to negotiate the 
rescue of Jews. 

At that time certain SS circles 
made deals with the Allies to huy off 
Jews for goods. (In this connection 
one remembers the offer which Jue! 
Brand teansferred fram Hiingary to 
Caica, wherehy the Nazis were 
Prepared to exchange Jews for 
trucks. The reply of Lord Atuyne, 
then British high commissioner in 
the Middle Exst, was: "What shall | 
do with a million Jews?") 

In this historical connection, 
negotiations between Saly Mayer 
and the Nazis took place. They were 
later the subject of bitter controve r- 

sies within the Jewish community. 

Bul Mayer arranged the only 
prolonged negotiations for the 
rescue of Jews between the Allies 
and the Nazis. Even though the am- 
bitious plan to bring Nazi- 
controlled Jews under the protec- 
tion of the Red Cross did not suc- 
ceed, Mayer's negotiations laid the 
basis for the transport of 1,500 Jews 
from Hungary to Switzerland, and 
for certain alleviations of conditions 
of Jews under Nazi control. Ad- 
ditional attempts were made by 
Orthodox and Zionist groups for the 
rescue of Jews which also met with 
partial success. 

When the War ended, the 
authorities took — as it is called in 
the language of officials — 
“measures for the acceleration of 
re-migrotion from Switzerland.” 
After all, some people wanted to get 
rid of the refugees as soon as possi- 
ble, and they succeeded rather well. 

In this connection, Berne 
promoted and desired the move- 
ment of the Jews lo Palestine, Some 
1,500 Jewish refugees started the 
“migration to Patestine™ before the . 
establishment of the slate, among 
them many survivors of the con- 
centration camps Bergen-Belscn 
and Theresiensiadt. Ἢ 

Tt can be rightly claimed that {π᾿ 
Swiss authorities eoognlzed rather. 

“ire of the 
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the Swiss Federation of | 


LIVING peacefully in a country of 
over six million inhabitants with a 
myriad of languuges, religions, and 
foots, Switzerland's communily of 
over 20,000 Jews reflects some of 
the characteristics of their sur- 
roundings. 

They ure mostly well-organized, 
showing a tendency for lively dis- 
cussions and antagonistic views. But 
the-age of the average Swiss Jew is 
increasing, and the number of Jews 
has been nearly constant for about 
half-a-century while Switzerland's 
overall population has increased by 
about 50 per cent. Jewish com- 
munities in Switzerland are led in 
secular affairs by a committee with 
a president or parnass, and by direc- 
tors for youth affairs, social and 
religious maliers, and public rela- 
tions. Sectorial groups also exist and 
deal with everything, from Jewish 
education to hevrot Kadishot, 

The bulk of Swiss Jewry — which 
consists of 23 communities with 
memberships ranging from 1822 
(males and family heads only) of 
Israelitische Culutsgemeinde in 
Zurich, to the three members of the 
once-flourishing Neu-Endingen 
group, belung to a roof organization 
called the Swiss Federation of 
Jewish Communities, 

This is a representative body with 
a “parliament” composed of com- 
munal delegates meeting at least 
once 8 year, a supervising board, a 
central committee, and an ex- 
ecutive committee responsible for 
federal und foreign affairs and 
proposing and implementing inter- 
comnunily activity, 

In all Federation communities, 
the rabbi is the spiritual and 
religious leader. There is no 
national rabbinical organization and 
no Swiss chief rabbi. The member 
communities range from orthodox 
to conservative. 


COMMUNITIES declaring 
themselves “liberal” and not bound 
by the Halacha officially are not ad- 
mitted to the Federation; their totab 
is three at present, Three strictly 
orthodox communities — one of 
which (Lugano) follows hasidic 
trends — have abstained from 
belonging to the community or have 
Stopped their membership, 

In addition, there are several 
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thousand persons who call 
themselves Jewish who live outside 
“communal” bonds, some for 
reasons of inter-marriage. There are 
ulso quite a few Israelis living and 
working in Switzerland, and a 
percentage of which has joined a 
_community. Some of the un- 
organized Jews maintain contact 
through WIZO, the Kiriat Yearim (a 
Swiss-founded youth village’ near 
Jerusalem) society, or other 
organizations. 


Al the time of their civic eman- 
cipation in 1866 and 1874, Swiss 
Jews were mainly concentrated in 
two villages, Endingen and 
Lengnav. Jewish immigration to 
Switzerland came in waves from 
Germany and Eastern Europe after 
8 strong addition from Alsace and, 
after World War II with its lamen- 
tably few fugitives from Nazi- 
accupied countries, fron Turkey, 
Arab countries and North Africa. 


With time, more and more of 
Jews in Switzerland became 
citizens, a condition which, ac- 
cording to the federal and cantonal 
constitutions, requires national, 
cantonal and communal citizenship. 
Former difficulties Jews had in ob- 
taining this, dwindled and have now 
been overcome. 


_ Although the Zionist Federation 
in Switzerland is fighting for its own 
survival, there is a close network of 


. felations between Israel and the 


Jews in Switzerland. Many of the 
latter have come on aliya, and quite 
a number of them own homes or 
apartments in Israel where they 
spend some time annually. Iden- 
tification with Israel is maintained 
strongly through the Jewish Appeal, 
with its many active workers and 
good-organization. There are also 
active B'nai B'rith lodges, Israeli 
university friends’ associations and 
ἃ variety of Jewish youth, student, 
and cultural groups. 

᾿ Social and welfare ογβαπίζα- 
tions in Israel have Swiss branches 
with permanent activities; Keren 
Kayemet, Keren Hayesod and 
WIZO enjoy great popularity — the 
latter even in non-Jewish cirgles. 
{Their work has proved so success- 
ful that some pro-Arab and pro- 
Palestinian groups, which have 
sprung up recently, have modeled 


pt 


their activities along similar lines, 
but so far with no ove: i 
results). oe 
The Switzerland-Israel soci 

friendship organization with ike 
non-Jewish membership, per. 
manently enjoys the close coopera- 
tion of politicians of national 
stature. 


IN THE labour force, Swiss Jews — 
whose ancestors worked in horse 
and cattle trade, graduated to the 
textile business and, as soon as yni- 
versities were opened to them, 
went into specialized professions — 
are increasingly being employed in 
large corporations and in civil ser- 
vice posts. Top assignments are 
open to them in principle, but only a 
few have reached similar situations, 
but with considerable success for 
those who did. 

The Swiss army has made speciat 
arrangements for Jewish soldiers, 
allowing them to provide their own 
kosher food and to observe the Sab- 
bath and Jewish festivals. 

Jewish schooling is mainly the af- 
fair of the various communities. In 
addition to the rather short heder 
hours, courses for more intense 
religious studies are also organized, 
and two yeshivet, one in Montreux 
and one near Lucerne, provide for 
education for both Swiss and 
foreign pupils. 

Whereas in former years Jewish 
religious circles in Switzerland were 
often critical of Israel, the table 
turned a little in 1977. Despite all 
criticism — which remains ἃ 
churacteristic of Swiss Jews — their 
allegiance to Israel is strong, 
beyond any doubt. They are, 
however, deeply concerned with ἃ 
more and more critical approach to 
Israel by the Swiss media. Swiss 
Jews are even more disturbed by the 
permanent bleeding of their 
strength through loss of identity and 
intermarriage. . 

Today, they are engaged in 
finding new ways and means to 
strengthen their community, to 
maintain a fair relationship with 
their surroundings and to develop 
their kinship with Israel. 


(Mr. Braunschweig is president of 
the Swiss Federation of Jewish Com- 
ununities.} 


A delegation from Aargau canton visits Israel. 


Closing the gap 


Fostering understanding between the two nations is the aim of the 


Israel-Swiss Friendship League in Jerusalem, 


IT IS A rare Israeli who is ready to 
devote part of his or her busy 
schedule to the utopian aim of 
bringing two nations together. 
George Raphael, a computer ex- 
pert, and Michael Uzay, a youthful 
pensioner who occupied a number 
of important government ad- 
ministrative posts, are two such rare 
birds. They serve as chairman and 
deputy chairman (respectively) of 
the Israel-Swiss Friendship League 
in Jerusalem. 
. The non-political bedy, founded 
by a group of activists that included 
olim from Switzerland, has 120 
members, whose low dues support 
its shoestring budget. 

“But, we really don't need much 
money," says Uzay, who served 
director of Israel’s tourism depart- 
ment in Switzerland from 1969 
through 1973. Volunteers who have 
contacts and are willing to assist in 
the aims of the league are even 
more precious than cash. 

The league's aims are to help 
Swiss visitors In Israel — press 
representatives and officials, as well 
as ordinary tourists — to unders- 
tand the country and, conversely, to 
foster understanding of Switzerland 


in Israel. ; 
Established 15 years ago, it offers 
advice and non-financial assistance 
to hundreds of visitors each year, 
groups and individuals, who contact 
the league before arriving. Swiss 
tourism in Israel is substantial — 
35,000 to 40,000 people come every 
year — according to Rapheel, who 
came on aliya from Switzerland in 
1973. And he says that Switzerland's 
relatively small Jewish community 
has produced the largest percentage 
of olim of any Western country. 
“There are a few thousand Swiss 
immigrants in Ssrael.” he asserts. 

The league, which has a sister 
organization in Tel Aviv, holds 
evenings of discussion from time to 
time. But more important, it 
provides contacts and arrangements 
for visiting Swiss. When 8 group of 
100 Swiss members of Parliament 
arrived here o year ago, the lengue 
organized home hospitality and 
visits with local out — and 
French-speakin, 5. 

S Even poreramicats are affected 
by the opinions of members of 
parliament and opinion-leaders who 
visit Israel,” says Uzay. He adds 
that a Swiss-Israc! Friendship 


(Alex lzbickli 


reports Judy Siegel. 


League, the Jerusalem league's 
counterpart, operates in 
Switzerland. A 

“We have alist of 50 ‘regulurs’ in 
Israel who are ready to host Swiss 
visitors once a month,” says 
Raphuel, “And some of them com- 
plain that we're not sending them 
enough guests.” 

The league has good contacts 
with the Foreign Ministry, which of- 
fers them assistance and sometimes 
asks the volunteers at the league for 
help. The Jewish Agency's external 
relations department, which is in 
contact with all Isruel friendship 
societies, provides moral und some 
financial support. : 

A major goal of the local league is 
seeing to it that visiting Swiss jour- 
nalists get an objective view of 
Israel. ὃ 

“We make sure that journalists 
whom we know are not supporters 
of Israel get to meet Israelis of all 
kinds and see the posilive aspects of 
the country,” says Uzay. oA 

“I'm not sure if our activities 
have brought the Swiss and Israeli 
governments together,” says Uzay, 

“put I'm sure that it has brought the 

peoples closer together.” 


For portfolio management, & 
for investment consulting... 


To sarne we are known as ἃ 
commercial bank, lo others 
as a bank with a goud narne 
in portfolig management. 
Many private wndivichuals 
and institutions have specs 
confidence in us as (ae 4s 
portfolio management and 
investments are coneenned 
We manage portfolios of any 
size reliably, competently 
and with qood returns, Why 
not get in touch with us? 
Bank Leumi le-lsrael ; 
(Switzerland) - with offices in 


Bank Leumi 


LE-ISRAEL (Schweiz) 


8022 Zurich, Claridenstrass2 34, Teleyshone One: 
1211 Geneva. 80, rue du Rhone, Teleshone 022: 


Bank Leumi in Zurich and Geneva... 
naturally, who else? 


Zurich, at Clavideostiassa “ἢ 
(near Paradeplaly), atid 
Inthe heart of Genova, at 
80. rue du πόμα 
We naturally belang lo the 
quoup of Israul’s oldest and 
largest bank, Rank Leura 
lolsrael Bh, Tel Aviv, 
which biaintuins ΒΟ ΠΥ: 
300 branches in Israel itself 
as well as subyidhares and 
branghes in New York, 
London and Paris + in 
addition la repr Hativess 
all over the worle 


“ΝῊ 732 


(ym) ΝΠ" 


1672 
3655 


va Dowd ora ] ATT 
DAGON eatey-MaMGUROTH LEISRACLITD, 


e ΜΑΊΡΑ -- ISRAEL LOB. 467) 49 See ama 


EAMOUS FOR INTERNATIONAL FASHION 


Place St-Frangois 
LAUSANNE 


THE DAGON SILO COMPANY 


SALUTES 


SWISS EXPERTISE and [ΠῚ ΑΞ : 
; ; : LES BOUTIQUES 


THE RECIFE + 


: 


Be: Hy wees 
Thic ts The Way 
Tu Begin 
“with all ts great choice of 
entertainment and sports 
possibilities in Grindelwald, 
cone hardly knows where to 
start. That’s how I like It. 
Sometimes this and 
sometimes that.” 
Information and brochures: 
Tourist Office, CH-3818 
Grindelwald/Switzerland, 
Tel. 0041-36/53.12.14. 
Telex 46/923.217 


lard 
| Bahnhofstrasse 30 Ba! aE 
ZURICH 
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ἐγ cheaply -- 
lon pearhy ἈΠ years, 


We wish Israeli-Saiss relations 


| . Brunschwig & Cie 
all the best for the future. ! | 


DAGON Batey-Mamguroth Le-Isract Ltd., Haifa 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 18; 1982. 


τ πολ τι φελπεσσιψαι στηκεσεν τυραν reer  ταμρε αὶ 


I haven't got time 
to tell you everything 
on the phone... 


Your friends and business associates overseas want to 
know more about what's happening In Israel today. They 
can't get all the information thay want from their local 
newspapers, and you can't manage to fit all the news into 
your letters and phone calls. 


The solution? The Jerusalem Post International Edition. 
The weekly International Edition is compiled and edited in 
Israel from tha previous week's issues of The Jerusalem 
Post. It brings all the news of Israeli politics, military af- 


fairs, tha economy, religion and culture to nearly 50,000 
readers in ninety countries. 


ΙΕ you care about someone who cares about Israel, you'll 
know he should be reading The Jerusalem Post Inter- 
national Edition. Why not send a gift subscription? 


THE ost 11.6.82 
ECAR ες Το ΠΝ) P.0.B. 81, 51 000, JERUSALEM 


Subscriptions can be handed in at. 
B'Hautachs. Β Rehov Shama, Jandalem 
Jerusalem Post. 11 Carlebach St. Tal Aviv 
Jerusalam Post, 16 Rehov Nordau, Haifa 
Pleaso send The Jerusatem Post, International Edition to: 
NAME " : . ΩΣ Ass hse δ Ce acta, 


ADDRESS 
cy 


STATE Spots isis Ba> pie 74 | omen 
My cheque for {sae rates below! 1s enclosed. 
Please send 8 gift card to the recipient in my name. 


Address... . ... 


AIRMAIL 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


6 Months 
26 issues 
eee 


1 Year 


52 issues 


U.S.A., Canada 1iS$22 USS40 
U.K., Europa UIS$22 5940 
Other countries USs24 5945 


Paymaont can be made In Israel Shekels at the rate of 
exchangs on the day of payment, plus 12% VAT 
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Chatets with holiday flats in Grindelwald. 


Glacier valley 


Whether on foot or on skis, holidaymakers delight in Grindelwald. 


DANGEROUS and spectacular 
masses of ice, reaching from high 
mountain gorges to the deep valley 
floor, give the beautiful Swiss vil- 
lage of Grindelwald its nickname of 
the “Valley of the Glaciers.” 

Located some 15 miles southeast 
of Interlaken, Grindelwald is in the 
heart of the famous Junfgrau 
region, surrounded by — among 
others — the awesome Wetterhorn 
(12,143 feet), Eiger North Face 
(13,026 ft.), and Finsteraarhorn 
(14,023 ft.) mountains. The town, 
accessible by car or by rail (about 
three hours), and by plane from the 
Zurich-Kloten International Air- 
port, boasts a large range of year- 
round attractions. 

During the winter, Grindelwald is 
one of the world's paramount ski 
resorts, with trails of up to five miles 
long open day and night, cross- 


country skiing, and the popular 
sport of ski-bobbing available to 
people of all abilities. There are in- 
door skating rinks and swimming 
pools open during the December to 
April period, and for the very brave, 
high mountain and glacier climbing 
with a guide is offered in 
Grindelwald from mid-February. 

In the summer, the village is trans- 
formed into a wonderland for 
hikers who trek the 200 miles of 
trails which wind about some of the 
world's most treacherous moun- 
tains. Wild flowers, spruce fir and 
maple trees, and cattle dot the 
slopes, while below, visitors swim, 
play golf, fish and go on horseback- 
riding jaunts, 

Accomm lations and dining in 
Grindelwala live up to Switzerland's 
world-renown standards. The town 
has 46 hotels (about 2,500 beds In 


deluxe, first- and standard-class set- 
lings), and another 5,000 beds are 
available within Grindelwald al 
charming chalets and at residential 
bed-und-breakfasts. There is also a 
well-equipped convention centre 
in the town. 

OF special interest for Israeli 
tourists is Hotel Silberhorn, 
Grindelwald's strictly kosher hotel 
which has build up a reputation 
over the years under the manage- 
ment of Meir Wagner. 

Quaint “Old World" architecture 
and = streets characterize 
Grindelwald's shopping area for 
those who have tired from a day on 
nearby slopes and trails. 

But the most compelling “sport” 
of all is walking through what is sur- 
ely some of the most magnificent 
scenery — whether in summer or 
winter — on earth. 


Family favourite 


Special activities for children are organized at Lenzerheide-Valbella, 
giving parents time to do their own thing. " 


“MORE FAMILY in the holidays” 
is more than just a tourist slogan in 
Switzerland's Lenzerheide-Valbella 
resort town, which is celebrating its 
100th anniversary this year. 

The basis for creating a new fami- 
ly holiday concept is, for tourist of- 
ficials in this alpine village, situated 
some 100 kilometres southeast of 
Zurich, a rather philosophical one. 
Vacations for parents and children, 
they maintain, can only be valuable 
experiences when all members of 
the family enjoy themselves, 

Instead of “herding" the kids to 
adult-style hotels and recreation 
centres, the idea in Lenzerheide- 
Valbella is to give them their own 
activities — and a special oppor- 
tunity to mix with the town's own 
young population. 

In this famous ski and aprés-ski 
Paradise, between July and Oc- 
toher, children between the ages of 
four and 16 can enjoy organized 
crafts, water and land sports, and 
nature activities. Also included are 
visits to the local cheesemaker, 
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Relaxing in the sun at Scharmoin, 
mid-station of the Lenzerheide aerial 
cable car. 


wood-carver, farmer, forgemaster 
and saddler. 

Meanwhile, parents can take ad- 
vantage of the variety of summer 
sports — tennis, golf, fishing, and 
more — available to them, or 
off for a stroll in the village's 140 
km, of pine-tree-lined paths. 

Wintertime in Lenzerheide- 
Valbella is the time for the family 
that skis, as there are over 200 Και. 
of down-hill and cross-country runs. 
There are also toboggans and ski- 
bobs available, as well as indoor 
swimming, tennis, squash and 
saunas. Night-life includes cosy 
restaurants, discos, night-clubs, 
bowling and rides in horse-drawn 
sleighs. . 

The local residents of 
Lenzerheide-Valbella take an active 
and personal role in the 8 
tourism industry, which has an of- 
fice headed by Schimun Mark. For . 
information, he can be contacted at: 
Tourist Office Lenzerheide- 
Valbella, CH — 7078 Lenzerheide, 
Switzerland. 4 
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ISRAELIS are big spenders when it 
comes to staying in Switzerland, 
preferring first-class hotels and 
tourism services. 

Israeli tourists have become an 
increasingly important part of the 
tourism market for the Swiss 
Tourism Ministry and Swissair, who 
have prepared three travel 
programmes for Israelis this year — 
each with endless travel pos- 
sibilities, 

There are no gimmicks, no “free 
lunches" in the package tours and 
travel programmes offered to 
Israelis going to Switzerland. But 
there are amazingly low-priced 
deals for accommodation in luxury 
hotels, resort apartments, and for 
car-rental services.in a country still 
considered to be expensive by many. 

"Switzerland still has the image of 
an expensive country to visit. This is 
simply not [ruc any more," says 
Swissair's passenger sales promo- 
tion manager in tsrael, Helmut 
Freudenberger. ‘‘Compured to 
other European countries, 
Switzerland's prices are reasonable 
and even lower an much more 
stable." 

He adds that the special program- 
mes offered Israelis by Swissair — 
which muy be obtnined through 
local travel agents as well — cost 
less than those offered officially in 
Switzerland. 

These locally offered program- 
mes, ἃ culmination of 18 years of 
research on {Israeli tourist habits 
and preferences in Switzerland, 
promise — upart from the country’s 
beauty, cleanliness, holiday resorts 
and other attractions — the une- 
qualled reputation of that country's 
hotels, tourism services and airlines, 
Swissair, 

Last summer, 14,000 Israelis 
purchased package tours from Swiss 
air, out of a total of 126,250 Israelis 
who visited there during 1981. Last 
year marked a 27 per cent rise in the 
tumber of Israeli tourists to 
Switzerland, and a 50 per cent rise 
in the number of package tours 
purchased by Israelis from Swissair. 

Already during the first three 
months of 1982, there has been an 

1] per cent increase in the number 
of hotel nights spent in Switzerland 
by Israelis, and travel experts 
foresee a continued rise. 
_ Seven nights including breakfast 
in a five-star Swiss hotel will cost 
Israelis $184 this summer. A seven- 
day, half-board stay in a three-star 
hotel (private bathroom in cach 
Toom) will cost $147; a week's stay 
in a resort apartment will cost $52 
Per person; the price of a seven-day 
unlimited mileage drive-yourself 
eo in a rented car begins at 


“Summer Ways" is a brochure 
Published by Swissair especially for 
Israelis, describing deals at (five-to 
three-star) hotels and resort apart- 
Tents, with details on health vaca- 
tions and recommendations for 
Single travellers. and fathilies. 
Adapted carefully to Ieraell taste 


and demands, the programmes out-.- 
ned here are constanfly updated - 


an νδ.5 


The Swiss experience 


A quality holiday, at a reasonable price, is attracting increasing 
numbers of Israelis to Switzerland. Michal Yudelman reports. 


and renewed. Esch hotel, resort or 
package deal is listed according to 
the number of stars it has, its price 
per day and services available, 


THE BROCHURE also includes a 
large number of package tours for 
singles and families in hotels and 
resort towns. For instance, the 
“Berne a la Carle” package in- 
cludes two nights in four-star hotels, 
24 hours unlimited free city trans- 
port on bus and tram, a voucher 
booklet entitling one to 31 free or 
reduced events, and free car rental 
for half a day. All this costs SFR 98 
(about $49) for bed and breakfast 
and SFR 130 (about $65) for half- 
board, with a 50 per cent discount 
for children up to 12 staying in 
parents’ .room. 

A family weekend In the de luxe 
AUantis Sheraton in Zurich, in- 
cluding bed and breakfast, 
“welcome drink” at lobby bar, bot- 
tle of wine in your room, free use of 
the swimming pool and fitness club, 
and discount coupons for the hotel's 
boutique and beauty salon cost SFR 
99, (about $50) for a double room, 
and SFR 90 for a single room. The 
package includes free accommoda- 
tion for one to two children up to 
age 17 staying in the parents’ room, 
without breakfast. 

A seveneiight package in the 
famous resort Lenzerhelde-Valbella 


i : free tranafere, use of in- . 
ae pool, solarium, ad- - 


door swimming pot 
mission to local concerts or shows, ἃ 


free ride on the cable-car or one. 
battle of good wine, @ beautifully. - 


carved walking stick aa & souvenir, 
free sailing or rowing, 


Ν πε ey, 


Two wars ta geo in Switzerland — skiing ἐμ winter, and summer tov (Wop), oF travelling the dazy way on the Swine lakes 


in the mountains, admission to a 
Swiss folklore party (in season), 
special sports programmes for all 
ages — and more. 

If you stay in the first-class (four- 
star) Posthotel Valbella, the cost is 
SFR 415 (about $208) in a double 
room for half-board, and SFR 478 
(about $329) full board; SFR 485 
half-board in a single room, and 
SFR 548 full board. 


MUCH LOWER prices are 
charged, per week, for resort apart- 
ments for two to six persons. Ser- 
vices such as laundry and cleaning 
may be obtained locally. The 
brochure also includes package 
rates for car rentals, alpine 


.. - cee 
Hotel Zurich 


The wellknown 


deluxe Hotel in the beart 
of the city. 


Neumihlequat 42, 
8001 Zurich, Switzerland, 
- Phone 01/363 63 63, 
Telex 56809 
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campers, day-lours and ἢ program. 
me offering unlimited train and 
lake-boat travel, including reduc- 
‘tions of up to 80 per cent on moun- 
tain trains and aerial cable-ways. 

If you're the kind of person who 
does not like planning more than 
one day in advance but likes to 
improvise along the way, “The Swiss 
Travel Invention” shows yOu an easy 
way to do it, This brochure, devised 
exclusively for Swissair travellers, 
offers information on some 350 


Use the 


The type of travel service business I" 
εἰ executives appreciate... | 


hotels of varying quality throughout 
Switzerland — at rates from SFR 28 
(about 514} to SER 90 (about $45) 
per night. All you have τὸ dois book 
the first night in the hotel of your 
choice when you purchase your 
flight licket, and pick up vouchers 
for the number of nights you intend 
to stay in Switzerland. 

When you gel to yuur first hotel, 
pick the nest hotel you want to sty 
ato and your hotel will buok your 
nest night ter you. Additional 
vouchers --- incase yeu wanl ta 511} 
longer than yer plinned — many be 
ubtained in focal touriam atfives. 
Children of up to 12 get a 50) per 
cent reduction if chey stay in User 
purents’ room. [his programme also 
includes reduced cur rentals fram 
Avis. 

Finally, the ‘Tourism Bureaus of 
Zurich, Geneva and Hassel have 
compiled package tours of one lo 
three nights in tive calegories at 
hotels, including reductions for 
children, continental breakfast, it 
sightaceing laut, one day's public 
Lransportation, admission to various 


nightelubs and many other redue- 
toms andl “treats "dene paekiitey 
are listed in “A Date with 


Switzerland.” another brochure 
avdilahle lovally. 


“THE ISRAELI traveller knows es 
aelly what he or she wants," con- 
cludes Freilenberger, speaking 
from years of studying Israeli tras el- 
ling habits. “Israelis compare prices 
and do market research before 
deciding what ticket to buy, and if 
their demands ire met, they prove 
leyal customers who return ugain 
and again. 

“Swiss hoteliers, who are eager to 
participate in the packages sold to 
Israelis have so far had no cause to 
complain. And the growing flow of 
Israeli Lourists to Switzerland in- 
dicates that the Isravlis, 100, lke 
what they've been getting there.” 
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travel service of 


DROR Travel and Tours Ltd. 


Asia Housa, 4 Weizmann St, 
Tel Aviv Tel. 21071 8,8. 
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| Tel Aviv 65546, 
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BANK LEUMI 
TRUST COMPANY 
OF NEW-YORK 
(Member F.D.L.C.) 
579 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, 

N.Y. 10017, U.S.A. 
Tel. (212) 382-4000, 
Telex: ITT 420-968 
finuc (27 branches). 


BANK LEUMI 
(U.K.) P.L.C. 

4-7 Woodstock, St., 
London WIA 2ΔΕ, 
Tel. (01) 629-1205, 
Telex: 888738 

{5 London 
branches). 


BANK LEUMI 
LE-ISRAEL 
(FRANCE) S.A. 

30 Boulevard des 
Italiens, 

75009 Paris, 

Tel. (1) 824-7410, 
Telex: 660749, 

(6 branches). 
(Paris [2 brancties], 
(Marscille, 
Strasbourg, Lyon 

ἢ and Nice). 


BANK LEUMI 
LE-ISRAEL 
(SWITZERLAND), 
Claridenstrasse 34, 
8022 Zurich, 

Tel. (01) 201-672278, 
Telex: 52692. 
Geneva Branch: 

80 rue du Rhone, 


"Highlights from the 1981 balance sheet = Tel, (022) 283-55 
oft the: > Bank Leumi Le Israel B.M. Group: Telex: 22453 


. BANK LEUMI 

. Total Assets: $20.3 billion © During 1981, six new Branches = (CANADA) 
Tea Deposits: $11.2 billion were opened worldwide: four in 2 First Canadian. ᾿ 
Total Loans: $5.5 billion . France (τὸ ἃ total of six), one in gues, 
Net Profit: $76.3 million U.K. (for a total of five) and one Toronto, Ontario, 

: No. of Accounts: 6 million . in Plainview Long Island N.Y. θυραῖος MOXIE ας 
Νο. οὗ Employees: . οὐ (for ἃ total of 27 in ΝΎ. State), Telex: 06-218582 
15,560 worldwide nine new Branches were . : (2 branches). 

451 subsidiaries, branches & . opened i in Israel, ΕΠ τ τε τον 
offices in four continents - A BANCARIA, 
including 66 in the main . “eer 25 De Mayo 549, 


Financial centers worldwide. τ τ τὰν . ὁ ἡ eee 
bags te Tel. 914923-980283, 
Telex: 


τσ a nee Leumont 6963. 
The Bank Leumi Group with 50 years of experience provides the OTHERS PRANCEE 
£ 


Ξ | AN 
business community with a compreliensive range 0 omestic. ὃ oo REPRESENTATIVE 
and international besking services. : wes : OFFICES IN: 

ὃ Chicago, Beverly Hills 
L.A., Philadelphia, 
Miami, Cayman Islands, 
Toronto, Curacao, 
Bahamas, Mexico City, 
Panama City, Caracas, 
‘S80-Paulo, Buenos-Aires, 
Frankfurt a/M, Milan, 
Brussels, Antwerp, ~ 
Johannesburg, 
Hong-Kong. 


